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Rosemaling to 

Knife Making? 
 

Well, the Scandinavian craft traditions 

are well-represented at  Vesterheim, the 

Norwegian American Museum in 

Decorah, Iowa, and CRAôs Kris       

Andrews loves the challenge of their  

intense classes. So this year she studied 

knife making, and came to convention 

sharing her beautifully burnished knife 

and her new Sami national costume, 

along with great adventures. 
 

See www.vesterheim.org 

for class information. 

Kris Andrews, right, and the knife she  

made at Vesterheim, above. 

 

 

Coming in March, 2012: 

More rosemaling pictures 

from Vesterheim. 
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2011 CRA Board 
Dear Rosemaling Friends, 
As I write this, Thanksgiving is past and Christmas is around 
the corner. Is everyone inspired to do some rosemaling for 
gifts? I know that I was inspired by our wonderful teachers 
Patti Goke, VGM and Nancy Schmidt, VGM. Patti taught us a 
mangle board with Telemark on it. Nancy taught an Os piece 
on a plate. Its really a privilege to be able to learn from these 
teachers that have worked so hard to learn the traditions of 
rosemaling, and then pass that knowledge on to us.                                                  
                                                                                                    
I 'd like to thank the board for their hard work this past year. 
Special thanks to Yvonne Thomson, Vice President, for      
organizing our convention for us with all that entails with     
arranging our teachers, projects, and our hotel. (The Double-
tree was a great place again for our convention.) Thanks also 
for doing the ornament for members renewing their member-
ship. Thanks to Astrid Fisher for taking notes at our meetings, 
and Carol Ganzi, Committee Chair, for organizing our raffle 
prizes. (Had some fun raffles this year!) Jurene and Richard 
While worked the trade floor and sold us lots of goodies. 
Thanks to Joyce Field, Treasurer, for always keeping our 
books straight. Thanks to Rebecca Nelson-Harris for being 
Membership this past year and keeping track of our members. 
(Next year, we'd like to add cell phone #'s to the directory. 
Please send that info to Joyce Field, Membership, for 2012. 
Membership info will not be printed in the newsletter since the 
newsletter is on the website.) As always, I can't say enough 
about our fabulous newsletter. Karen Willman makes it like a 
magazine for us to read. I'd also like to thank Karen Gibson for 
taking on the job of Nominating Chairperson, and installation 
of officers. I'd like to wish next year's board much luck and 
success. Thanks to  everyone that helped and to everyone 
that supported CRA by attending. 
                                                                                               
We had a fun banquet with our raffle prizes being given out. 
Thanks to all who donated prizes. Particularly Wendy who  
donated so many painted pieces, and I was lucky enough to 
win one of them. I was so happy to receive a President's gift 
from CRA, and even happier to see that it was an Os mirror 
painted by Nancy Schmidt! (I was also very happy to win a 
raffle prize that was a necklace painted by Patti Goke in a box 
painted by Hildy Henry.) I DID give back a bunch I won--but 
not the painted pieces. I thanked our board and I am pleased 
to   make a personal donation to Vesterheim, "In honor of the  
California Rosemaling Association Board to further the study 
of rosemaling."  
                                                                                              
Next year our convention will be in northern California.     
Karen Nelson is the new Vice President and she is working on 
the location and the teachers and will let us know when she 
has that info to share with us. 
                                                                                                
Itôs been a difficult year with the illness and subsequent    
passing of my mother. Now the sad news of the passing of 
Ethel Kvalheim, VGM. She painted lovely things and is        
considered by many to be the mother of rosemaling in      
America.    It is a time of reflection and I think we all need to be 
painting and following our dreams! 
 
Arlene Rounce 

CRA President 



Rosemaling 

news 

Patti Goke, VGM 

·Good source for finding out of print rosemaling books is  

www.antikvariat.no 
 

·For putting designs on wood, try carbonate of magnesia, a soft chalk 

You put it on the back of the pattern and then wipe off the excess. Itôs 

easier to remove from your surface if you need to  make changes. 
 

·Use wide straws to store brushes for travelingð a bit of kneaded 

eraser will close off the ends. 
 

·The chalk cartridge set for quilting by Dritz  has a nice point on the 

chalk for drawing designs on wood. 
 

Nancy Schmidt,VGM 

·Use a small jar for oil paint cleaner ð put an old stocking in it to  

collect the debris. Donôt keep using old ð replace it periodically. 
 

·Ikea kids chalk is good for drawing designs on wood. 
 

Wendy Gilbert, CDA 
 

In 1992 while working on my CDA board the three separate palettes I 

had mixed began to dry out after 3 months. I called David Jansen for 

advice. He gave me this great tip that Iôve used ever since: Add 8 to 

10 drops of extender or retarder to the water in your spritzer bottle. I 

did it, covered the paint and overnight they had become moist enough 

to finish my board. 

 

Free Ornament Pattern for  

2012 Dues Paid by 12/31/11 
 

Members who pay their CRA dues for 

2012  by December 31, 2011 will  receive a 

free ornament pattern. Yvonne Thomson ð        

between organizing and putting on the 

CRA convention this yearð also designed 

the ornament for CRAôs year-end  

membership incentive. The membership 

form is on page 14. 

I was thinking of all of you at 

convention. I had such a good time 

with you last year and I surely 

missed being there. 
 

I am finishing up Level III of my 

correspondence course and 

ñRosemaling in Valdresò DVD 

which I hope to have ready soon. 

Level III of the correspondence 

course covers Osterdalen, Valdres 

and Os.  
 

I painted the Os Childôs 

Table and Chairs for my 

daughterôs office this summer 

which was a fun project. I decided 

to make a packet for it which is 

available on my website: 

gayleoram.com  
 

Happy Rosemaling to everyone, 

Gayle Oram 

Childôs Table 

and Chair set, 

above, with Os 

painting. 

Right,  Gayle 

Oramôs 

Valdres panel. 

Photos 

courtesy and © 

Gayle Oram 

New Projects 
Just a reminder that there 
will be a Rosemaling   
Seminar at Camp Norge, 
the Sons of Norway       
Recreation Center at Alta, 
California, on April 28/29, 

2012.  

When registration infor-
mation is available some-
time  in late January, early     
February, it will be on the 
camp Norge website at 

www.campnorge.com.  

The CRA convention was 
wonderful and it was great 
to meet so many new 
friends who love           

Rosemaling.  

Penny Joseph Knudsen  

Camp Norge 

Tips Shared at Convention  

http://www.campnorge.com/


An Artful Odyssey in Seattle 
Photos, clockwise from top center: mural on wall  

outside the Nordic Heritage Museum; NFB program; 

1861 trunk from Molde, Norway painted by Knut 
Årestol in Vest Agder style; three other trunks and a 

painted box from Norway in the museumôs collections; a 

Hallingdal panel painted by Norwayôs Nils Ellingsgard 

in 1978; ale bowl and painted cabinet; slide image from 
presentation on trends by Ragna Frodadottir of      

Edelkoort, Inc.  Photos courtesy Karen Willman. 

Photo top left, designs from Gudrun & Gudrun; photo 

courtesy BoraBoraStyle.com. 
 

For more on the Nordic Fashion Biennale, go to 

www.nordicmuseum.org or the NFB Facebook page 

S ometimes you take a leapé           Researching for the newsletter led me 

to the notice for a two-day program in 

September in Seattle. The Museum 

sounded wonderful and the program     

intriguingé And what treasures I found! 

The event was a focus on fashion and   

design: the Nordic Fashion Biennale, a 

cooperation between Seattleôs Nordic 

Heritage Museum and Icelandôs Nordic 

House in Reykjevik. The guest curator, 

Hrafnhildur Arnardottir ( aka ñShoplifterò)  

created an exciting exhibit of fashions and 

jewelry, juxtaposing trendy, imaginative 

and evocative designs with the museumôs  

prized collections: chests, bowls, paint-

ings, furniture and clothing, and the      

tableaus from ñThe Dream of America 

Exhibit.ò  
 

 ñLooking Back to Find Our Futureò 

graphically blurred the boundaries, bridg-

ing the gaps between the past and present 

and  glimpses into a future.  And while the 

presentations by top designers from 

Greenland, Iceland, Denmark, the Faroe 

Islands,  Finland, Sweden and Norway  

addressed trends and issues in the fashion 

industry, much of their message can be 

woven into the realm of rosemaling  (some 

similar threads of discussion were brought 

up at CRAôs convention)é Challenges 

bridging the gap between past and present. 

Materials. Sustainability.  Also, signs of a 

return to an appreciation of folk arts and a 

decorative environment and appreciation 

for hand crafting ð emphasis on a ñslow 

artsò movement: things that will last.       
Karen Willman                                             



 Both teachers and classes were  great ð  

with study of  Os  and Hallingdal painting. 

Random Notes from  

Nancy Schmidtõs Class 

A true artist never stops learning. I always  tell students 

to study old things ð the movement, flowers. Look at 

the old, but donôt copy. Use your own interpretation. 
 

When I started out (in the late ó70ôs) it was ñdonôt 

change styles.ò   But now, you look at things like Turid 

Fatlandôs  burl bowls. Theyôre not traditional ð sheôs 

taking rosemaling and going in a new direction. 
 

I usually just sketch with chalk (Kids chalk from Ikea is 

good )  Old painters would even add powdered chalk to 

their paint to make it more transparent. 
 

Itôs not just size and placement that draws your eye, itôs 

also color. For Os, always think about changing the  

colors a bit  For example, donôt keep all the center dots 

the same ð you can vary with a white 

blend;  you can vary the greens for stems. 
 

 Never go by color in a photocopy of a  

photo ð your colors wonôt be accurate.  
 

Usually you donôt have lettering on an Os 

plate, but you do on baskets or trays or 

chests. 
 

I like to use zinc oxide or zinc white ð it  

makes the letters more transparent, more 

interesting. 

�Y�� 2011 CRA Convention in Culver City   �Z  


