California Rosemaler
Newsletter
March 2014

www.califrosemaler.org

No. 119

CRA 2014 Convention
Old Town

San Diego
November (6) 7,8 & 9

with
FIESTA
IS ON ITS WAY!

Andrea Herkert, VGM and
Gayle Oram, VGM


Inside:
Convention Info

Member News


Exhibit at the Nordic
Heritage Museum in
Seattle, WA
Photo courtesy and
© Karen Willman

President’s Message
Dear Rosemaling Friends,
I'm so saddened at the loss of our friends, Colleen
Middleton and Sandra Cole. I'd flown to Sacramento
on Wednesday, March 19th to visit with Sandra for a
few days before coming to a stroke class at Jo
Sonja's. I got to Sandra's not long after she passed
away. I'm still not really able to get my head around
it. She was a talented artist, great mother and grandmother, and a wonderful friend.
Because life goes on -- even in the midst of tragedy -I am now at Jo Sonja's taking my class. Jo Sonja is
such an amazing artist and teacher. As she begins
class each morning, she occasionally says, "Off we
go like a herd of turtles." That sure applies to me this
week. I've really come to depend on painting. The
right brain/left brain thing is so true. When we get into
the creative mode, we get into a space where pain
and loss moves to the background. I think it's
such a gift.
I hope everyone is looking forward to convention. It
will be great. We have some fun surprises being
planned. Our teachers this year are wonderful! Gayle
Oram, VGM will be with us to teach. In addition,
Astrid was able to get Andrea Herkert who just won
her gold medal from Vesterheim. Her work is stunning. Take a look at the Vesterheim website to see
her work and you'll be as excited as I am.

2014 CRA Board

I'm looking forward to seeing you all in San Diego.
Until then, paint pretty!
Ruth Ann
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Hard at work at Jo Sonja’s stroke work class
in Eureka, CA…
CRA members Cheryl Banwarth, above left;
Jo Sonja Jansen, VGM, seated below, with
Joyce Field; DeeDee Skjervem with black tray;
and Karen Gibson with a red tray.
...And so much artwork on the walls and all around….
Photos courtesy and © Ruth Ann Petro

CRA – Convention
Old Town San Diego
FIESTA - IS ON ITS WAY!
with
Andrea Herkert, VGM and
Gayle Oram, VGM
Convention Schedule
The classes will have the same format as last year:
Two teachers with one and a half days with each teacher.
Thursday

Nov. 6 Registration and Basecoating
6pm - Open House at Jurene While’s

Friday

Nov. 7 Classes

Saturday

Nov. 8 Classes and Banquet

Sunday

Nov. 9 Classes
*Make hotel reservations by October 7, 2014

Courtyard by Marriott Old Town
2435 Jefferson St | San Diego CA, US 92110 – 1-619-260-8500
*Send in Convention Registration: $225
includes Instruction, Wood Pieces, Paint (oil & acrylic), Mediums, and the Banquet
Registration form is on page 15

And a special
convention treat...

An

OPEN HOUSE at

Jurene & Richard While’s Home
Thursday, November 6
6:00 pm
More information in the June CRA Newsletter
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A Telemark Tray
Andrea will be
painting a Telemark
design on a tray in
oils for CRA’s 2014
Convention
Students may work
in oils or acrylics.
Paints and mediums
will be provided by
CRA.
Photos courtesy and
© Andrea Herkert

Andrea Herkert
VESTERHEIM GOLD MEDALIST

A

ndrea Herkert graduated from the University
of Wisconsin-Madison with majors in Art and Art
History. She took her first rosemaling class in 2007
and continued with many more wonderful, talented
teachers from the United States and Norway.
She studied for one year with Nancy Schmidt after
receiving a Folk Art Apprenticeship grant from the
Wisconsin Arts Board. She received her Vesterheim
Gold Medal in 2013. Currently, she is in her studio
full time doing commission work and painting for
local organizations. She teaches ongoing classes, is
on the board of Wisconsin State Rosemaling
Association, and is an active member of the Illinois
Norsk Rosemalers Association.
Andrea’s website is www.rosemalingrenaissance.com
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Os on Flower and Fish Bowl
Gayle is painting a design similar to this
with different kinds of Os roses around
a center rosette flower for our 2014
CRA Convention.

Gayle Oram
MDA VGM

G

ayle’s painting career
covers more than thirty years. She
says it’s unbelievable and she’s so
thankful that she has been able to
make a living with her passion to
paint. Art was her minor, Home
Economics Education her major
in college. It was never in her
wildest dreams that she imagined
traveling across America and to
different countries to teach a form
of art. Gayle first encountered
Rosemaling in 1977 when the
family moved to Petersburg,
Alaska. It was a Norwegian fishing settlement and there was
Rosemaling painted on the store
fronts. She had already been
decorative painting, but was so
taken by the rosemaling she
started researching and teaching.
Gayle passed the MDA certification through the Society of Decorative Painters in 1980 and has
been a judge for many years since
that time. It’s a wonderful
program to help people study,
learn and achieve something very
special. In 2000 Gayle received
the Gold Medal in Rosemaling
from Vesterheim after many years
of working toward that goal.
Over the years Gayle has
conducted seminars, local classes
and written eight books.

Photos courtesy and © Gayle Oram

Gayle’s website is www.gayleoram.com
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Start Planning Now….
Just you — or family, too?

Flying to San Diego?

Take advantage of CRA’s hotel rates to discover
some of the fabulous places in San Diego!
Maps and guide books will be available
(The San Diego Trolley is within walking distance
to the Courtyard Marriott Hotel.)
In addition to the Famous Old Town San Diego, here are
some ideas:

Courtyard by Marriott Old Town
is providing us with
Airport Shuttle Service
if you make arrangements
with the Hotel ahead of time

Top Things To See & Do
in San Diego
· The Beaches
· Sea World
· San Diego Zoo
· USS Midway
· Wild Animal Park
· Hotel Del Coronado
· Balboa Park and Museums
· Gaslamp Quarter
· Legoland
· Seaport Village

Rosemaling
Inspirations
This beautiful art form is being used in
a variety of places. What unusual
places have you seen Rosemaling?
Share the experience with us by
sending pictures to me by email or
snail mail, or whatever works for you.
It doesn’t matter who the artist is.
These are simply to be used
for our enjoyment at the
2014 CRA Convention in San Diego.
Please participate and make this
fun for everyone!
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Astrid Fisher
AEHF1@cox.net
(note that is the number one, not an L)
3412 Avenida De Loyola
Oceanside, CA 92056

No rush / no fuss
The time for lunch is limited, so...
LUNCH during the Convention:
The Courtyard Marriott is willing to provide
Box Lunches from - The Bistro!
Available for purchase from the hotel.
Order in the morning ~ pick up & pay
for your lunch at the lunch break.
Choose to eat on the beautiful patio outside the classrooms,
or wherever you want.

Have things to sell?

Reservations for Trade Floor
One of the benefits of convention is the chance to shop
and/or sell things at the Trade Floor.
A portion of the sales goes to CRA to help with the cost of
putting on the convention.
If you’re wanting to sell rosemaling, supplies,
packets, wood, etc. at convention’s trade floor, you
need to contact Joyce Field in plenty of time so she
knows what type of items will be coming in and can
plan the spaces.
Table space is limited — reserve your space with
Joyce by October 1st. Look for more details in June’s
Newsletter. If you have any questions, email me.
Joyce Field
jafield@verizon.net
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Celebrate Rosemaling with CRA & Spring Festivals…. Tell Your Friends

Rosemaling by CRA member Ingrid Nordgren Pratt.

ScanFest is April 5 & 6
Southern California’s 40th Scandinavian Festival is
set for April 5 & 6 on the campus of California
Lutheran University in Thousand Oaks. The festival
celebrates food, crafts, traditions and current life of
the Nordic countries 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. each day.
This is one of the largest Southern California Scandinavian Festivals, and CRA has members who
have booths and are demonstrating rosemaling.

This is the postcard Anna K
is sending out. Our Rockin'
Rosemaler group that meets
last Saturday of every month,
facilitated by Jill Beatty, has
been busy preparing rosemal
items to sell. In addition to
entertainment and sales, we
will have demonstrations
throughout the event and
will feature the rosemaling
group (many who are CRA
members). Linda Grondahl
Norway Day is not being held in San Francisco this year (the Norway Day
Association is regrouping its volunteer base for 2015 activities). The San
Francisco Daughters of Norway has stepped up and is planning a Nordic Heritage
and Crafts Fair May 3 to keep some of the activities going…

May 3rd is new celebration for San Francisco
CRA members are invited to participate in the Nordic Heritage & Crafts
Fair to be held on Saturday, May 3rd, 1-4 p.m. at the large meeting hall in
Grace Lutheran Church, 33rd & Ulloa, San Francisco.
If you’re interested in participating — selling or demonstrating — please
let us know as soon as possible.
Jill Beatty, Cultural Director Anna Kolbjørnsdatter Lodge #36
For more info: AnnaK36@gmail.com
Or contact Marley Wright Smith who will be demonstrating
1marjim2@comcast.net

A note ……..
I’m really looking forward to coming to paint
with everyone again in November.
I hope I'll see some of you at the SDP convention
in San Diego in May. I'm preparing class
projects now and have much to do before I come
in a little over a month. It will be a great time,
so I hope some of you will stop by my booth.
I'll also have some pieces in the juried art
exhibit and maybe you will too. It will be so fun
to see.
Gayle Oram

This is a Numedal
tine that I recently
painted.
Photo courtesy &
© Gayle Oram
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CRA will
have a
booth at
the Scandinavian
Fair in
Temecula.
Members
who have
things
they’d
like to sell
should
contact
Christine
Larsen
Taylor
(10% of
sales to
Vinland
Lodge).
Or, just
come for
the fun...

Sharing the culture, sharing the art… new introductions...
Am sending a couple photos
from a class I taught on
March 8, 2014 at
the Fridtjof Nansen Lodge of
Long Beach. Nice group
headed by President, TroAnn
Loy.
Had painters from age 6 on up
to adults. They painted a
Rogaland Flower Ornament as
part of their cultural programs. Also served a
great lunch.
Onya Tolmasoff

Teachers: CRA gets requests...
A number of times through the year the CRA website receives queries
on where someone can find a rosemaling class — or from a group
looking for a speaker or demonstrator for a program meeting.

Around & About
with CRA
Some pictures & news
on what some
of our members are up to….

Sometimes it’s a matter of someone moving into a new area and
wanting to join up with other rosemalers for informal painting
groups…Not all our members are able to come to convention, but
they’d like to have a CRA connection nonetheless… (Our members
receive a member directory, but have no way of telling who teaches.)
If you’re interested in being included on a resource list, please send
an email to Karen Willman (newvikings@sbcglobal.net) — it also
helps to know whether you’re Northern or Southern California, out
of state, etc. (You can also enter it on CRA’s membership form.)
Thanks — let’s keep this traditional art going...
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Tips
& hints...
What works best for you?
Please send in your tips
for our June newsletter.
Pics too if you have them….

Tip I learned from the students at the Fridtjof Nansen Lodge - Use the small
plastic water bottle (8 oz) as your water container - fill 3/4 full, put lid on and
take with you to class - keeps water from splashing everywhere when rinsing
and can take home and water your plants and refill for your next class.
Onya Tolmasoff

The best tip for rosemalers is to practice rolling a pencil between their
thumb and third finger whenever they get a chance, like talking on the
phone etc. It keeps the natural feel of the handling of the paintbrush when
turning in circles or half circles of the design.
Joyce Stegeman
I can think of a simple hint that really helps if you're painting on a dry background with oils, or using acrylics. When painting lines and teardrops on top
of flowers, scrolls, etc. tip the brush into the color to be painted on after
loading the brush. The light color you load in should be a nice, creamy consistency, tip into a small amount of thick paint. This will help the strokes or
lines soften into the color to be painted on and gradually change to light at
the end of the teardrop.
Gayle Oram

A member shares...

Working it through...

T

his was a mirror I painted for
my daughter. It was the piece that
blocked me from figuring things
out. It's a design that has been reworked for about 1 year, color explored
for over 6 months, and then redesigned
a final time on the fly as painting.
I am thankful I finally decided Erika's
desired colors were not typical and just
came up with something that
worked. I am amazed this ever got
done as my husband made the frame
and cut down an Ikea door mirror in
half to make it. The width of frame
was much set by Erika and this was a
compromise on her part.
Both Margie Utzinger and Shaun
Sasaki were helpful in getting me
through my block. My husband did the
spraying of base coat and the clear coat
on top, so he was a great help as well.
The paint didn't want to take my acrylics
and in some areas I applied about 8 coats
to get the colors to work and not lift
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Photo courtesy & © Katie Allen

off. Since this was done, I've been able to finish more
pieces than you could imagine. Not sure how this
works for you professionals, but if you think it's good,
then say never give up to Rosemaling even during a
blockage!
Katie Allen

A page from CRA’s 2013 scrapbook… Another benefit of a California Rosemaling Association Convention — the
chance to win AMAZING raffle prizes!
Photos courtesy and © Jurene While
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Bicentenary Celebration Honoring Sigmund Aarseth
Submission period: March 30 - June 30. Art will be displayed Oct. 12-19.
This is NOT a juried exhibition, but an exhibit of Sigmund-inspired works and a
reunion of artists taught by Sigmund. Our mission is to honor students of Sigmund
and to display Sigmund inspired student works. Space will determine how many
works of art can be displayed. We would also love photos of his commissions.

SIGMUND AARSETH
1936 - 2012
Call for Artists and Works
Exhibit: October 18 - 19, 2014
Heritage Center
Spring Grove, MN
Norway’s Sigmund Aarseth
was a guiding figure for
CRA— many of our charter
members started their
rosemaling studies with him,
and we have been honored
through the years to have
him teach at conventions

Please send digital images of your art pieces, preferably JPEGS, measurements of
the pieces, and Artist Statement to this email: kbjbgray@springgrove.coop
Please indicate the value of what you exhibit for insurance purposes only. We will
return by mail all entries that cannot physically be picked up. Your art pieces are
due no later than October 11, 2014. Please send or deliver to: Giants of the Earth
Heritage Center, Inc., 163 West Main St., Spring Grove, MN 55974
There will be receptions both Oct. 18 & 19, and choral and brass music concerts
will add to the festivities. We will be dedicating a life-size bronze sculpture of
Sigmund and the Enger Memorial Garden.
Giants of the Earth Heritage Center recognizes and thanks Vesterheim NorwegianAmerican Museum, Decorah, IA as the entity with vision that first brought
Sigmund Aarseth to the U.S. as a teacher more than 50 years ago.
Sallie DeReus

The Story Continues….

Vesterheim plays a role & a new look at the art...
Frozen, Disney’s hit movie, has been breaking box office records since it
came out in November… and the internet has layers and layers of behind-thescenes features on Nordic inspiration...
Want to see some of what inspired the world of Disney’s Frozen? The
Norway Pavilion at Disney’s Epcot Center in Florida has teamed with
Vesterheim to highlight Norway’s arts and culture. The Vesterheim
Norwegian-American Museum in Decorah, IA has some 21 pieces on loan to
the Norsk Kultur exhibit inside the Stave Church at Epcot Center’s Norway
Pavilion. The museum’s artifacts-on-loan include examples of Norwegian
rosemaling, a Hardanger fiddle, a kubbestol carved wooden chair, silver
brooches, a small loom, carvings and clothing, among others. You can see
part of the exhibit online at
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4L7lVUgopkI#aid=P-pV-fA-K1Y

Courtesy and © Disney.
All rights reserved.
12

And, for a follow-up to CRA’s December newsletter article on rosemaling
influences in the movie, look online for the work of one of Frozen’s artists,
Brittney Lee. She has a number of conceptual drawings from the movie
showing rosemaling and design elements. She did a feature on rosemaling
January 24th and there are several others from February through March. A
fun look at what went into the designing. (http://britsketch.blogspot.com/)
Karen Willman

We’ll miss two special ladies...
Sandra Cole
1941—2014
We are so sorry to hear about Sandra Cole. She was one of our
founding members and was at the first meeting we had in Fresno.
Her design was selected for CRA’s logo. We are so grateful for her
input and will always remember her. She was a terrific teacher,
artist, designer and friend. She’s been to a lot of CRA conventions
especially when they were up north. We will miss her and send our
loving thoughts to her family.
Jurene While, VGM
CRA Founder, Historian
Sandra died suddenly and unexpectedly the morning of March 19,
2014. Her family says she was always an artist, enjoying mostly tole
painting and rosemaling. She was a certified decorative artist whose
accolades include numerous state fair awards, a Christmas ornament
for the White House, judging the California state and other county
fairs, as well as being commissioned for many works large and
small.
Services were held March 24 at Capital Christian Center,
Sacramento, CA. Her obituary is online at
http://www.rivercitiesfuneralchapel.com/obituaries/view

Colleen Middleton
1947—2014
A wonderful lady who did so much
for our chapter (Pacific Coast Artists).
She will be remembered as someone
who would not let cancer define her.
We will miss you dear lady.
Onya Tolmasoff
Colleen, a longtime member of CRA, passed away
on January 15, 2014, after a long battle with cancer.
Services were held February 7 at Newport Center
United Methodist Church, Corona Del Mar, CA
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California Rosemaling Association
The purpose of the
California Rosemaling Association
is to promote the traditional art
of Norwegian rosemaling.
Our members are committed to
preserving rosemaling
as a unique art form.
CRA has approximately 140 members.
Some are expert rosemalers,
others are beginning painters,
all with a love to study the art form.
Membership in CRA allows you to attend the
annual convention featuring
renowned rosemalers from around the world.
Members also receive
an annual membership directory and
a subscription to the quarterly newsletter.

CRA
Membership

The $15 annual membership dues include a
subscription to the California Rosemaler, published
quarterly, March, June, September and December.
We welcome articles, designs, photos
and suggestions for future issues.
The CRA newsletter is the sole possession of the
California Rosemaling Association. All rights reserved.
Reproduction by mechanical or other means is permitted only
with written permission from the editor.
Patterns may be traced for personal use, not for resale
If you have something to include, please send it in
by June 1, 2014 for the summer issue.
Comments and suggestions are always welcome.
Send to Karen Willman, newvikings@sbcglobal.net.

Membership Directory
Get your 2014 dues in by April 20th to be
included in CRA’s
Membership Directory.
Send in your check with the form below...

Thank you to all who have rejoined CRA in 2014 & to the new members we welcome you.
If you haven’t paid your dues yet for 2014, they are due now.
Send your check for $15 made out to CRA to:
Lotte Sather
520 Twin Pines Drive
Rio Vista, CA 94571

CALIFORNIA ROSEMALING ASSOCIATION
Membership Application:
2014______________
Name ______________________________________________ New___________ Renewal______________
Mailing Address: __________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
Phone:
_____________________________________Cell:________________________________________
Email:
_____________________________________________________________________________
May we print the above information in our membership directory? Yes ____________ No ______________
Do you teach rosemaling? ______________If so, where? __________________________________________
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27th California Rosemaling Association Convention 2014 Registration
Thursday November 6 Registration / prep; Classes November 7,8, 9

Courtyard by Marriott Old Town
2435 Jefferson St | San Diego CA, US 92110

Phone:

1-619-260-8500

Reservations need to be made by Tuesday, October 7, 2014
Room Rate is $99 per night plus taxes if you mention this is for CRA.
Parking at the Hotel is complimentary for the California Rosemaling Association.
Airport Shuttle Service is provided if you make arrangements with the Hotel ahead of time.

Convention Registration is $225
Registration includes Instruction, Wood Pieces, Paint, Mediums, and the Banquet.
Banquet selections will be featured later. Banquet Guest = $55
You may send the entire registration
or
Deposit of $50 by September 4, 2014
Balance of $175 due by October 2, 2014
If it is necessary to cancel your registration you must contact Astrid Fisher by mail, phone, or email.
Deposit not refundable after September 4, 2014
The $175 portion of the registration fee is not refundable after October 2, 2014
Make check out to CRA
Mail to: Onya Tolmasoff
27082 Paseo Activo
San Juan Capistrano, CA 92675
Questions? Contact Astrid Fisher Cell: 760-533-3412 or email: AEHF1@cox.net

(use a number one, not the letter L)
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California Rosemaler Newsletter
Karen Willman, editor

March 2014 No.119

See inside
for what CRA
has planned for
convention this year….

The CRA Newsletter is available in color in PDF format for email and is on our website www.califrosemaler.org

