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California Rosemaling Association

The purpose of the California Rosemaling Association is to promote
the traditional art of Norwegian Rosemaling. Our members are committed to
preserving Rosemaling as a unique art form. F
CRA has approximately 120 members. Some are expert Rosemaler’s, and w:f,, ‘i

others are beginning painters, all with a love to study this beautiful art form.
Membership in CRA allows you to attend the annual convention featuring
renowned Rosemalers from around the world
and a subscription to the newsletter for only $15 in annual membership dues.
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Hi,

| just want to introduce myself and thank you for
electing me as your new president. I'm Janice
Acosta, CDA and | started painting in 1976 in
Southern California, a friend of mine signed me up
for beginner classes so | would go with her. After a
couple of classes she dropped out and | kept going.
So now when | say I've been painting for 50 years
(a half century) that makes me feel very old. | still
think you learn something new from every class you
. take so | still enjoy taking classes.

| passed my CDA in 1985 and my Masters stroke in
2021. My teaching began in the early 80’s at a local
shop and | also taught at a few conventions and
Logan University had conferences once a year for
several years. | judged the state fair several times
and taught night classes at our cal community
College for 20 years ""‘_.__..m
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Sacramento Here we Come!/

M Reqzstratzon WI# be onlme and is.;
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Dates: October 29 - November 1

(Thursday Prep and optional add-on class) /

Convention Friday, Saturday and Sunday)
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. Sacramento Here we Come/
Meet Nancy Odalen.
5, We are very pleased to have Nancy Odalen, VGM (2022), as our teacher this year o
&\ in Sacramento. She will be coming from Wisconsin and is ready to teach us. :
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Our class project: Gold Medalist (VGM 2022) i -
Nancy Odalen will teach our rosemaling classes. 1 :‘4 :
We will paint a one of her magical projects in N

acrylics using a lovely wooden catch-all (or mitten f F\,,—;%’;
box) designed by Larry Pickett. Odalen, who o | A
prefers the name Ryfylke over Rogaland for the ,"}/"4
style, will instruct the class using acrylics, sharing B.‘.L

her knowledge of this regional Norwegian art that
combines elements from Telemark, Hallingdal,
and Agder traditions. We can't wait for the
revelation of her design!

Optional late afternoon class: with Nancy

Odalen painting a beautiful Norwegian bunad purse
ornament (supplemental $30 cost for class). A bunad
is a historic traditional Norwegian dress costume.
They usually have purses that attach to their waist
bands. The photo we’ve included is an example of
one made with wool, embroidered and with gold
opening clasp. This comes from the Sunnmgare
region of Norway. In this class, we will be painting on
a wood ornament with a similar shape a rosemaling
design. The special ornament, paints, mediums,
pattern and teaching are included. If you wish to Sip
‘N Paint, it's a BYOB (and we’ll later explain how this
helps us meet our hotel minimums).

School of Ttthntlnng.
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California Rosemaler Association Newsletter

Spring 2026

Sacramento Here we Come/

Hotel: Hilton Garden Inn Sacramento Airport Natomas, 20 Advantage Ct.,

Sacramento, CA. Hotel telephone front desk: 916-579-7000. Special Group Rate
$159/night (includes daily mandatory charges) plus tax (currently 12%). Hotel guest
parking is free.

Online: our website’s califrosemaler.org/cra2026hotel. link provides another link at the
bottom to reservations to a direct hotel discounted hotel rate booking site so there is no
need to enter a special rate code. It should say “We’re showing Ca Rosemaling rates.” You
do have the option to add your Hilton Honor number now before booking from tab on top
and it keeps these rates. Finally, before booking, check dates you want (edit on top of page
dates showing—default Wed.-Mon.) and click on room type desired. Complete booking.
Make sure you have the $159 rate showing in your final reservation. If all else fails, call the
hotel directly.

or-
Call the hotel front desk directly to book your guest room. When calling, Pennie
advised you to mention you are with CRA (CA Rosemaling Association) that has a
special group rate giving the code RM2026 (Capitalize RM and note the 0 is a zero):

Pennie told the hotel the dates for convention room bookings would most likely be
for arrival on Wednesday, October 28, and departure on Monday, Nov 2™, This is
not a requirement for you to follow. Also, earlier and later departure dates than
mentioned above should have same room price. Pennie suggests the hotel fills up
rapidly so book early and by time stated on the registration website. You can cancel
the room later if you can’t come just follow their cancellation requirements.
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Sacramento Here we Coe!

Participation 7'ee//'\’egistrati0n: $300/person (will include 3 days of class

instructions with VGM Nancy Odalen, a wooden “catch-all’ created by Larry Pickett, paint, 2 lunches,
1 Banquet meal, and a Business Meeting).

Go to www.califrosemaler.org . Class space is limited and once you register, you
will receive instructions via email on how to make your deposit payment — you need
to pay this deposit within five (5) days. Please register with the name you have used
for membership, including that same email, telephone, and address. If you have
already paid for 2026 dues and get charged when registering, that means you have
something wrong with one of the fields above. Diane Edwards
(diaedwards@cs.com) has sent in a separate email a membership list recently for
those who are current (as of mid-April). If you get charged for the membership fee
and think you shouldn’t have, contact Shaun Sasaki (sasakis@comcast.net) before
sending money so things can be straightened out. Full payment will be due to CRA
at the time that will be shown on the online convention site. The Newsletter is only
being sent out to 2026 members.
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Sacramento Here we Coe!

Nancy will be teaching us in a style most of you know of as Rogaland but she
prefers to use Ryfylke as stated below. We have many of her samples to view until
her convention piece is unveiled. She has provided a map of Southern Norway’s
Rosemaling areas for us in this newsletter to help you understand where in the
Southwestern corner of Norway that style originated. It came from a combination of
a local style from the late 1700s combined with elements from the nearby central
eastern Norwegian rosemaling areas known as Telemark, Hallingdal and Agder. The
style is said to have been named Ryfylke by 1820. We thank Nancy for all her help
and sharing of her eloquent wrmng fol&‘ wsletter
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Ao ) Why do ] call this Ryfylke and not Old Rogaland?
\¢'~ _£;.’ 4 By Nancy Odalen
ﬁ g 1;;1 | made a conscious decision to call my work Ryfylke and not Rogaland although it
':;’;i"&‘-k is one in the same. When I looked at the collection from Hovden, [ felt a need to
-, / reintroduce this style without being hampered by any preconceived ideas of what
\ Fé"’ ) this style should be like. The old piece that | saw in the Hovden collection had such
N A impact on me as an artist, and it has proven to be an exciting style that lends itself
"-}_}‘i% to many different interpretations.
B¢ :? | see a maturing in my work as | continue to understand more about how the
7\_ . elements from Hallingdal, Telemark and Agder are used to form the Ryfylke style.
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%" “p Ryfylke with Nancy Odalen, VGM

%;1 Nancy Odalen By Nancy Odalen
: ' | i I am drawn to Rosemaling because it is a part of my

heritage. | am the great granddaughter of a sea captain
and the granddaughter of an adventurous sailor who left
Stavanger Norway and sailed around the world one and
a half times before jumping ship in Australia and
eventually ending up in the Midwest. | am the
granddaughter of a woman who traveled to the
Midwestern United States from Stavanger Norway, by
herself, at the age of 23.

The palette that | use in my painting echo’s the colors

found in the shimmering clear coastal light of the west
coast of Norway. The red from the brick of the church

where my grandparents were baptized and confirmed,
the ochre and the bright yellow of the sun as it reflects
off the waters surrounding this city. The green in my v
painting is from the farmlands of Rogaland, especially a
the Fosse farm where the Vikings lived and were buried. ﬁ%i

The freedom and movement found in my rosemaling

mirrors the traditions of my ancestors and the adventure —
that both my grandparents embarked upon as they left 'é'
Norway to find a new life.

-----

g

e

Jﬁ‘”a; 7 HEW BR



EAVSLWJF Y i . S0 Y . X &) ll; <3
72 - P G PP ~k2€5 o
4 — | (G | P v i ”r'

X A . M : \y A i .
N 5 e | California Rosemaler Association Mewsldhiof [\ \ o J !\ : .,:li
Wil VA 1 L f h
}{:‘? ) ¥ . o Spring 2026 ;{1 \
SN
F < \ )
1-.- i
~d 5 gl Nancy Odalen-cont.
t-‘@fé p My journey in the study of Rosemaling began
= r;f ~ with my first Vesterheim Rosemaling class in
4 S 2001. | have taken and continue to take classes
< from instructors that have given generously of
[-. ‘ ; ‘;f- their time and talents to instruct me in various
Mi; 5 4 styles found in Rosemaling. | have spent time in
h intensive individual study of five different
] = ; rosemaling styles to gain a greater
" understanding of these styles. | traveled to
J j*‘ Norway in the summer of 2014 and spent time
T studying the old rosemaling pieces found in the
]:\‘u.*,-*' & Rogaland area. In 2025, | visited Norway to meet with contemporary artist in the é?,,. L
~ 1 Telemark region, thanks to a fellowship granted by the American Scandinavian 5/ Y- '
?\/t* Foundation. \
, ¥ In 2022 | received a Gold Medal from Vesterheim. e =)
' Q¢ } Although the highest award a Rosemaler can MY :
. achieve, | continue to value learning from ) (
5~ 9 exceptional instructors that are passionate about J Jﬁ -
y ,3‘ rosemaling and enjoy the free flow of ideas and ;'ui%;é
L N discovery. > A
;*- H.S-, My journey continues as I learn from the old and “’wl
N ol create pieces that come from my soul. It is my true : -
u Joy to share my passion, enthusiasm, and 1:(;,.

knowledge of Rosemaling with my colleagues and
those whom | teach.

o VR
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Sacramento Here we Coe!

One of the benefits of convention is the chance to shop and/or sell things at the Trade Floor.
A portion of the sales goes to CRA to help with the cost of putting on the convention. We
did very well in the past.

If you want to sell rosemaling, supplies, packets, wood, etc. at the convention's trade floor,
you need to contact Joyce Field in plenty of time so she knows what type of items will be
coming in and can plan the spaces. Table space is limited — reserve your space with Joyce

& by August 1-2026. If you have any questions, email me @ jafield@verizon.net

Joyce Freld

§ Reservations for Jrade Foor:
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P Rosemaling Coast to Coast Class S -
{ /

"R, 3 (R
L}ﬁ’ : by Diane Edwards N
p - 7 s

i AL
| am teaching an Old Valdres Class with o) | YN
Rosemaling Coast to Coast on @ il
Monday, May 11 and Wednesday, May 13 .
from 6 to 9 CDT. Member price is $65. | ;4“ 0
will demonstrate the main design elements _'f AN
of Old Valdres and share designs and ‘—_,_3_ {_?
historical significance in Valdres <

Y &
The design was from Eli Saelid's class in \/
Old The colors are painted like Hallingdal in ,-{?ﬂ
opaque style. The center roses are called q "_},-* B
Cow's Eyes in Valdres and the leaves are ! 1
painted this way only in Old Valdres. 3 ;ﬁ r

Registration and information:
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“—~—,i February Rococo Class with Diane Edwards
Ay
,ﬁﬁ-@ In February we held a successful and enlightening class with Diane Edwards teaching about the Rococo
E' ~1 A, influences in Norwegian Rosemaling. Diane gave a marvelous history of the style with multiple slides
showing all the varied expressions it found in Rosemaling from many areas of Norway. The Rococo style

‘QQ\ - originally came from France where it was popular in the 1720s and 1730s and is said to have lasted until
-.-%‘ 1759 there -- a 40-year influence of a delicate and lightness that had evolved to balance the heaviness of
L the Baroque period. Eventually, the style’s influences made it to the north later in the later 1700s. The
5 / style is still useful to today’s artist as an element in cartouches, borders, scrolls, etc. It is fun to paint and
an easy-breezy style like the sea-like patterns it incorporates — waves, shells, seaweed, and other natural
elements. Even the chinoiserie and keyholes that are found in it are very simple and rather interesting

__1- painting techniques and elements used in the style.

Ve J We utilized relatively transparent colors, but just as easily could have used mediums to reduce the opacity
. toourliking. As you'll notice (see photos) our members used both simple and more complex forms of this
‘ style. The more exuberant and elaborate piece shows how Shaun Sasaski took the basic information-and

created something exciting and more elaborate. Others changed the pattern to fit their pieces while
others focused on the basic piece on a practice board.

For a final review, Diane demonstrated a freehand piece she offered as a prize from a random drawing.
Cynthia Thorstad won the painting, and it was sent off to her. Thanks to all who joined and to Diane for
outstanding information and teaching!
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Eiﬁ Zoomin’ Cont.
~ Our April Os Class with Astrid Fisher was also a great success!

We had an outstanding turn-out for the class. Astrid’s teaching was acclaimed by many
students as being, clear, simple to follow, and very effective in teaching the skills
necessary for success. Her teaching background sure came through, and her shared
knowledge of Os was well received. Our 13” charcuterie boards turned out colorful and
}_ bright. In addition, Astrid gave information on the Os style and shared another project
explaining even more flowers. Her many examples were fun to learn. We thank you all
_ for joining us and thank Astrid for teaching. | can’t believe how many different styles of
- flowers are out there and | have taken quite a few Os courses. There is always more to
learn.
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= ! "3" ADVENTURES IN TELEMARK ROSEMALING:

Experience Telemark Rosemaling through a Zoom class with Julie Anderson. Mark your
]Léa calendars and Save the Date:

Dates: Sept. 8-10, 2026 (Tues., Wed., Thurs.) Time: 8:30am PT - 11:30am PT

Cost: $60.00 for CRA Members
$75.00 for non-CRA Members (includes CRA 2026 membership)

Septemmber Zoom Class:
iveniures in Telemark Rosemaling with Julie Andersoi
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ADVENTURES IN TELEMARK ROSEMALING Cont. T -
A

Medium: Teacher will teach class in acrylics, but you are welcome to use oils - W {' i

:. .‘.: .I'Il
Registration: Begins in early May online. We will send out a notice when it's up and working. ; (‘ . g
Check online at www.califrosemaler.org/ in early May otherwise. A {"t
Join Julie Anderson for Adventures in Telemark Rosemaling. Explore the elegance P T‘,,_
of Telemark Rosemaling while painting on a light or dark background. Paint on a surface -,;_f |
of your choice or on a box from Mike Lusk: "!;L“'

7, .
https://luskscandiawoodworks.com/product/curved-top-box-282/. The class will explore g“’ : '
the essential aspects of a Telemark design, scroll structure, different types of flower o E' g
construction as well as discuss color and value options as you paint on a light or dark ) -_'{-{‘,T
background. Also, expand your creativity as you embellish the scrolls, flowers and ' J’LJ;
empty spaces with your liner brush. Julie will provide a pattern to use and you can ﬁ:fr B
adjust it to fit the surface of your choice. The class will be taught in acrylics, but painters \:; My

¥ i
can work in either medium as Julie teaches in both. th-,:.“__

A/
https://luskscandiawoodworks.com/product/curved-top-box-282/. Also, expand your creativity as s Y -
you embellish the scrolls, flowers and empty spaces with your liner brush. Julie will provide a -
pattern to use and you can adjust it to fit the surface of your choice. The class will be taught in y,
acrylics, but painters can work in either medium as Julie teaches in both. I .

Registration Opens on May 22nd for our newest Zoom Class offering:

WAS &
“m ’ SPHINX ,_,ERLS_‘,,
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Adventures in
Telemark
Rosemadiling

with Julie
Anderson
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CRA Zoowm Class

Sept, 8,9, 10, 2026

8:30am- 11: 30am

Final Project
on darRr
bdckground
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Webpages:.

o Online Rosemaling class Listings in US:
Q https://www.rosemalingcoasttocoast.org/classes

o Rosemaling Coast to Coast Classes:
https://www.rosemalingcoasttocoast.org/classes

o Gayle Oram: https://gayleoram.com/index.php (packets, classes, and more)

o JoSonja’s: (Products, design packet/packages, classes and more):
é% https://josonja.com/
"

o Vesterheim Folk School: https://vesterheim.org/folk-ari-school/ (Classes and
more—great Rosemaling Newsletter if you sign up for it and join).

oJ

o Rune Nesher Rosemaling: https://runerosemaler.com/

o Lise Lorentzen: http://www.artoflise.com/about-lise/

o Nordic Canvas Folk Art Studio: classes:
https://www.nordiccanvasfolkartstudio.org/shop

o Wooden ware: Turn of the Century Shop on Etsy:
https://www.etsy.com/shop/TurnofthecenturyShop?ref=simple-shop-header-name
&listing_id=1184501210
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More Friendly Online Rosemaling Links

Facebook pages:

o Western Rosemalers Association:
i https://www.facebook.com/aroups/Westernrosemalers/

o The Thorntown “Malers”:
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1518201928437409/

o Rosemaling https://www.facebook.com/groups/Rosemaling/ Group by Forest
Wood Rosemaling Design— largest group...many gold medalists, Norwegian

~ rosemalers, as well new and old rosemalers post- great educational site.
Excellent!
"

o Geir M Kasastuls Rosemaling Group:
https://www.facebook.com/groups/678552482914745 wonderful telemark
% ©  painter’s follow page.

oJ

o Art of Lise: https://www.facebook.com/Artoflise1

oMalarkunst | Numedal (Painted Art in Numedal) :
https://www.f: k.com/gr 43787937




