No. 130 - www.CalifRosemaler.com
The purpose of the California Rosemaling Association (CRA) is to promote the traditional art of
Norwegian Rosemaling. Our members are committed to preserving Rosemaling as a unique art form.
CRA has approximately 120 members. Some are expert Rosemalers, others are beginning painters, all
with a love to study the art form. Membership in CRA allows you to attend the annual convention
featuring renowned Rosemalers from around the world and you get a subscription to the newsletter for
only $15 annual membership dues. Non-members can access older issues of the Newsletter on the
website.
We welcome articles, designs, photos and suggestions for future issues1. If you have something to
include, please send it to shaun@rosemaler.com Comments and suggestions are always welcome.

Letter from CRA President Cheryl Banwarth
Hello Everyone
I sure hope everyone enjoyed the CRA Convention and have finished painting
their project, and have varnished it. I now try to finish a project before the
palette dries up, almost a rule.
Thank you JoSonja for teaching us such a fine class and your wealth of
knowledge with it. Our pieces are so special, and have been such a joy to paint.
When I got back from Convention I was asked by the Red Bluff Art Association to be Artist of the Month.
By being Artist of the Month I got to be the first to have several pieces on display at our new local
library, for the month of November. Also at our local Art Gallery a few things.
The month of December our local Decorative Artists were asked to have a display at the Gallery. I must
say they have done a splendid job of displaying our items, for sale or not, and a wonderful reception.
I have enjoyed being your president, even with all the ups and downs, and have met many new friends.
I want to thank everyone for all the help. I am looking forward to marking my calendar for a trip to
Southern California for next years CRA Convention.
Cheryl Banwarth
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Dear Members,
How I appreciated your card (that was signed by the CRA 2017 Convention
attendees). It made me feel so happy that I was missed. The CRA is such a fixture in
my yearly plans that I felt so “out of it” that weekend. You can be sure I’ll be back
next year. Thank you so much!
Jurene While

Happy Holidays and God Jul!

By Shaun Sasaki

On behalf of the 2017 Board I want to thank everyone for your enthusiastic support of CRA. We
had a wonderful convention with approx. 75 attendees. Kudos to JoSonja and Mark Jansen for
making our convention so special. Several pictures are shown below from the convention. We
all had a fabulous time while we painted our beautiful chicken tine.
We are looking forward to 2018 and the painting surprises in store. At this time I would like to
introduce the Board of Directors of 2018 that were sworn in at the convention.
RuthAnn Petro and Teresa Palma - Co‐Presidents
Cheryl Banwarth – Past President/Advisor
Onya Tolmasoff – Vice President
Shaun Sasaki – Treasurer
Rhoda McKanna - Secretary
Judy Frank – Membership
Sue Hughes – Newsletter
Joyce Field – Trade Floor
Jurene While - Historian
Thanks to you all for serving our club for 2018.
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Photos from the 2017 CRA Convention held in Eureka, California, November 2
Taking a class from Jo Sonja is an enlightening and informative experience. She has a way of
teaching using her own special vocabulary. This is a real treat!

As you take brush to wood, the room is quiet,
then not so quiet, then a lot less quiet and you
hear “I’m competing with the talkers, you must
listen teardrops.”
That is only the beginning. As you work along she
introduces instructions with an occasional “Listen to
mother” or “That’s fine young ones”. And you smile a little
inside.
The project gets a little more complicated and she presents
in a different way. “Does that make sense?” “Now dear
ones.” “Quit your grousing.”
She demonstrates a stroke that doesn’t go as
intended and utters “Oh that’s a poo stroke.”
You chuckle out loud. But she assures us that we
always have “Artist’s choice.” Questions us
about what she has said, ”Is this important?”
Through it all we are addressed as “Sweetums”
and “Pumpkins” and assured that if something
doesn’t turn out as planned, “Work through it,
it’ll be wrong but…”.
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“JoSonja‐ism” by Sue Hughes

Swearing in of the 2018 Board

Chicken Cozies
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Celebrating 30 years of CRA
2017 President Cheryl Banwarth, and
VP Pennie Wilkens

Painted by Satoe Umemura in a
wooden egg
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Raffle Prizes
and winners
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Rosemaling Coast to Coast
By Lois Mueller
We are extending an invitation to you to become a member of Rosemaling Coast to Coast and assist in
making our first Rosemaling convention in Decorah, Iowa, home of the Vesterheim Museum, a huge
success. SAVE THE DATE: JUNE 26‐28, 2018 (Tuesday - Thursday). The convention details and
registration will begin January 15, 2018, and will be in RCC’s newsletter sent to all members by email.
The venue will be Luther College with everything in a very compact area. We have reserved a dorm that
holds 250. Across the street from the dorm is the Main Building which has 12 classrooms. Across the
street from the Main Building is the Centennial Union where the vendors will be. Our breakfast and
lunch will be served in this building as well as one special evening event. The rooms and the meals are
very reasonably priced.
One evening we will have a special event “A Night at the Museum” where we can view the Rosemaling
exhibit for 2018 and tour the museum itself. It will be a unique event.
We will keep you up dated on what is happening as we progress toward the event. As we move toward
the convention, we will need many volunteers, both prior, during and after the event. We will be
providing a list of areas where you might select one or two that you would like to become involved with.
But the first thing you need to do is become a member of “Rosemaling Coast to Coast”. We have over
250 members. For additional information, please contact: Lois Mueller, nordic@mhtc.net or Betty
Dowe, bettydowe@harmonytel.net.
Membership is from the date that you sign up through the first convention year of 2018. Membership
Fee: $15 per person
Rosemaling Coast to Coast Membership form:
Name____________________________________________________________________
Street Address_____________________________________________________________
City_______________________________________ST___________ZIP______________
Phone____________________________________________________________________
Email_____________________________________________________________________
The email address is very important as we would prefer to contact you using that method. It would be
much less expensive to use email than USPS for keeping you up to date. (If you do not have an email,
we will then mail information to you.) Thank you! Make checks payable to: Rosemaling Coast to Coast
and send to: Ruth Green, 309 1st Street, Decorah, IA 52101
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Things I’ve Learned Along My Way
In the last newsletter, I began sharing some things I’ve learned using Jo Sonja’s paint. Here
are a couple more things that might be of help to you:
1. When backgrounding a rough piece, you can mix Durham’s Wood Putty (1:1) with
the background color. This is a VERY think mixture. “Paint” the surface with this as
a first coat. Allow it to dry completely, and then sand. I find it easy to sand. Add
the next coast of paint with a little clear glaze medium. Dry. Add pattern and
decorate.
2. You can use a single edge razor blade to sand. Buy a supply AND a nice protective
handle at any hardware store. Don’t be afraid to really sand with this tool on flat
surfaces. It helps get rid of the brush strokes from the backgrounding process.
3. Two very easy mixes are Diox Purple and Titanium White to make Brilliant Violet,
and Red Violet plus Titanium White to make Amethyst.
I hope these hits are helpful.
Until Next time – Ruth Ann

10

CRA 2017 Chicken on Stand
Designed and Painted by Cathy Chambers
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These patterns are not to size. The wood pieces are available from Creative Woodworks in San
Jose, CA (Susan Lockwood).
Call 408-923-5239 or email cuttinfools@att.net and ask for “CRA Chicken on Stand”
13

