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Ale bowl from Vinje in Telemark, 

dated 1713.   
 
 

Norsk 

Folkemuseum 

The museum‘s very first artifact is a fine 

representative of the now comprehensive 

collections. The ale bowl is from Vinje in 

Telemark, where it was decoratively painted 

for a farmer by the artist Thomas O. Blix, 

woodcarver and decorative painter.  
 

In 1712 – 14, Blix painted décor in churches 

in West Telemark. While doing this work, 

he also decorated many large ale bowls for 

wealthy farmers and senior civil servants. 

His distinctive motifs would later serve as 

models for other rural decorative painters.  

 

Photo and caption © and courtesy Norsk 

Folkemuseum, 

www.norskfolkemuseum.no 



From the President... 

President        Onya Tolmasoff 

(949) 496-0944       onyadesigns@cox.net 

 

1st Vice-Convention       Yvonne Thomson 

(310) 837-1150       ythomson@earthlink.net 

  

Membership        Mary Weflen 

(619) 462-6386       mweflen@yahoo.com 

 

Secretary        Beth Twogood 

(925) 519-9586       rtwogood@sbcglobal.net 

 

Treasurer        Joyce Field 

(310) 542-4228       jafield@verizon.net 

 

Newsletter Editor       Karen Willman 

(951) 687-7490       newvikings@sbcglobal.net 

 

Historian        Jurene While 

(619) 465-5178       jandrwhile@cox.net 

 

2010 CRA Board 

Where has summer gone — wait, did we even have 

summer? This weather has been so crazy, mind you 

I‘m not complaining about the cool temperatures but 

does that mean fall will be our summer? — who 

knows. 

 

I hope everyone has sent in their registration for our 

upcoming Convention, being held in Culver City this 

year at the Radisson Hotel. You can see Gayle 

Oram‘s project on our website at 

www.califrosemaler.org. We also have Sigmund 

Aarseth coming. With his vast experience and 

knowledge, we are all in for a treat. So don‘t wait, 

get your reservations in. See Yvonne‘s article for 

more update info. 

 

Jurene While (and Richard) will once again set up 

our Trade Floor at the Convention. If you are 

interested in participating, please see Jurene‘s article 

and let her know. Those who attended last year had 

lots of fun shopping. 

 

Beth Twogood has been busy putting together great 

items for our raffles — tickets will be sold at the 

convention. If you would like to donate an item or 

two, contact Beth at rtwogood@sbcglobal.net   

 

We will also have elections for the 2011 Board at our 

Business Meeting on Friday night, so plan on  

attending. Thank you to those who responded to the 

email and letters that were sent out. The following 

have agreed to run for office: 

 

President             Arlene Rounce 

1st VP Convention Yvonne Thomson 

Secretary             Astrid Fisher 

Treasurer  Joyce Field 

Membership  Rebecca Nelson- Harris 

Nominations will also be taken from the floor. 

 

Also, congratulations to Marley Wright Smith and 

Betsy Omohundro, they both received an Honorable 

Mention at Vesterheim this year. If I missed some-

one, let me know so we can acknowledge their 

accomplishments, as well. 

 

Til later, 

Onya Tolmasoff 

President 
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 CRA Business Meeting  

and 2011 Board Election 

 

Friday, November 5th 

Radisson Hotel 

Culver City 



Door Prizes 

and Raffle 
 

Rosemaling Books 

Rosemaling 

Wood Pieces 

Paints 

Brushes 

Brush Sets 

Patterns and Wood 

 Art Supplies  

Gift Certificates 

Instruction Videos 

And ??? 

 
These are some of the things 

you might have a chance to 

win at convention — and the 

type of donations we need to 

have door prizes and a raffle 

Trade Floor 
Nov. 5th, 6th & 7th 

 

A 3-day opportunity to 

shop for (or to sell) 
 

Rosemaling 

Books  

Patterns  

  Wood pieces 

Brushes 

Supplies 

Ornaments 

And ???? 
 

Jurene and Richard While 

run CRA‘s Trade Floor  

at Convention.  
 

Follow the vendor rules 

If  you want to submit 

items to sell. 

To sell in the CRA Trade Floor 2010 you 

must let Jurene know that you are a 

vendor at least a month in advance. Late 

vendors (days of convention), will not be 

accepted, no exceptions. As you might 

expect, there are a lot of sales and if all 

the info isn‘t in front of us, that delays 

our preregistered vendors from receiving 

their money quite soon after convention. 

And holds up the lines. That puts us into 

a shuffle which we don‘t have the time 

for. (Last year we had members come in 

with their item and said they didn’t 

receive the newsletter outlining the rules. 

If you plan to sell please see that you get 

a copy of the September newsletter that 

comes out before convention. The 

information is also on the CRA website, 

califrosemaler.org ) 

 

The CRA takes 10% of the total sales 

from each vendor for our treasury. 

That helps with the costs of putting  on 

the convention. So price your items 

accordingly. 

 

After we tally the sales, CRA will pay 

you within a week to ten days hopefully 

after convention. 

 

Each item must have a price sticker/tag 

with the following information :  

       your NAME 

       the PRICE 

       and the NUMBER OF EACH ITEM 

(Example: If you have 14 bowls, each 

one must have a number 1 through 14.) 

Please print  CLEARLY! 

 

Make an inventory sheet for Jurene and 

give it to her at the BEGINNING of 

convention. The numbers of your items 

MUST CORRESPOND to your inven-

tory list and be the CORRECT ITEM. 

(Last year we had a list for some but it 

didn’t correspond to the item!)  We were 

so grateful to the ones that followed 

these rules which made our work easy 

and the time buying much quicker. 

 

The times the Trade Floor is open will be 

printed in your convention folder. No 

sales during class times. Every moment is 

precious with our instructors. People 

coming an going during class is very 

disruptive. 
 

We want this Trade Floor to be a happy 

time for the seller and purchaser. This is a 

way to make a little money from your 

efforts. We all appreciate each others‘ 

painted items and would truly like to 

encourage our deserving members. 
 

Thanks you all for your past participation 

in the Trade Floor. This helps our 

Treasury, for which we are grateful. 

 

Jurene While 

(619) 465-5178 

jandrwhile@cox.net    

October 4th Deadline 

Vendor rules for Convention‘s Trade Floor 

Donations for Convention 
 

I‘m still looking for donations 

for Convention to use for 

door prizes and the raffle.  

 

You know how you 

enjoy winning something!  

Give that joy to someone else. 

 

Please send items by 

October 15 to: 

 

Beth Twogood 

7991 Entrada de Luz W 

San Diego, CA 92127 

 

Thanks, 

 

Beth Twogood 

rtwogood@sbcglobal.net 
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2010 Convention in Southern California 

November 4th 5th 6th & 7th 2010  
 

Things are going well with the convention registration.  If you haven‘t already sent in your registration form, 

don‘t forget registration goes up Oct 8th.  (The registration form is on page 15 of this newsletter.) 
 

                            Supplies? 
                        Don‘t forget to bring your favorite brushes and painting supplies with you.  

                        Paint will be provided for class, non-toxic mediums and brush cleaners.    

                        Sigmund likes to use filberts and long liners (size 1 or 2).  

                        If you paint with oils please bring a container with a lid for the brush cleaner.  

                         The light in the classrooms is wonderful they both have a full wall of windows                        

and the light pours in, so no need for extra lights.                             
 

   Schedule? 
   Here is a quick run down of our time line to help you plan………………………. 

   Nov 4th:  Registration.  Thursday night one room will be open to basecoat and meet and greet 

   old and new friends. 

   Nov 5th:  Classes 9am till 5pm.   Rooms will be open in the evenings for painting. 

   Nov 6th:  Classes 9am till 5pm.  Banquet 6:30pm and all the fun that goes with it. 

   Nov 7th:  Classes 9am till 5pm    Sorry to see you all leave but see you next year. 
 

 Reservations? THE RADISSON HOTEL 

This is a beautiful hotel and the rooms are just wonderful. Every 

room has a refrigerator, hair dryer, coffee pot and features Sleep 

Number beds. The hotel provides FREE shuttle service from LAX 

airport. The Radisson has a great restaurant and bar and there are 

restaurants nearby within walking distance. I have secured a great 

rate of $85.00 per night. You can stay as many nights as you wish at 

this rate. If you would like to do a little sightseeing in Southern 

California after the convention, the hotel will honor the special rate 

for as long as you wish to stay.  

Radisson Hotel  

6161 West Centinela Avenue  

Culver City, CA 90232  

310/ 649-1776  

Website: www.radissonla.com  
 

You can call to make a reservation anytime but don‘t forget to 

mention that you are with the California Rosemaling Association 

to get this special rate.  If you register online use code ROSEM to get the group rate.   
Looking forward to seeing everyone at convention.                                                                           Yvonne Thomson  

Convention Chairperson 
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Photo courtesy Gayle Oram, 

©www.gayleoram.com 

 

Gayle Oram 
MDA,VGM  

Will be teaching on a wonderful Catchall with 

a great Hallingdal design.  The background is a 

Dark Blue and would look good in any home.  

The wood for this piece is included in the cost 

of Convention.  Now what can I say about 

Gayle that we don‘t already know and love 

about her and her Rosemaling.   Gayle paints in 

Jo Sonja Acrylics and paint will be provided 

for class. 

Sigmund 

Aarseth 
Will be teaching Telemark. For this class we 

will be providing a practice board but if you 

would prefer to paint on an item of your own, 

please feel free to bring a ready prepared 

piece of your own to paint on.  If you have 

never painted with Sigmund before this is an 

opportunity that should not be missed.  I 

painted with Sigmund last time he taught for 

the CRA and would not have missed the 

experience for the world.  As we all know 

Sigmund paints in Oils. Paint will be provided 

for class, along with non-toxic mediums and 

brush cleaners.    

Sigmund and photo of 2009 Norway Day 

workshop demonstration piece. 

Photo courtesy Karen Willman 

Yvonne Thomson, Convention Chairperson 

ythomson@earthlink.net 
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Visit www.Sigmund-Aarseth,com  

for more information on Sigmund‘s books and painting 

Visit www.gayleoram.com 

for more information on Gayle‘s books and painting 



I took inspiration for painting this Aust Agder piece from the work of Gunder Salvessen Haugland (1803-1869) 

and his student Mattias ―Malar‖ Andreassen. This is the first piece I‘ve ever entered in any competition and 

I‘m very honored to have received recognition 

from Vesterheim. 
 

My husband, Lee, and I went to Decorah the week 

before the Vesterheim Folk Exhibit and Nordic Fest to 

take classes sponsored by the museum. I took a 

Hallingdal class from Pam Rucinski and Lee made a 

butter churn with hand tools in his woodworking class. 

The classes were small and the instruction was 

excellent. We stayed for the opening of the exhibit and 

the Nordic Fest. We met many wonderful, friendly 

people who were so encouraging and willing to share 

their love of making things and preserving Norwegian 

traditions. We‘re planning to do it all over again 

next year! 
 

Betsy Omohundro Aust Agder-style Small Chest by Betsy Omohundro,  

Evergreen, CO.  Photo © and courtesy Betsy Omahundro. 

CRA members awarded Vesterheim Honorable Mention                          

at National Exhibition of Folk Art in the Norwegian Tradition 

Vesterheim Rosemaling Competition  

I submitted a 20‖ Gudbrandsdalen plate and a Vest Agder tine to Vesterheim this year.  I submit every once in a 

while but not too seriously.  This time I was really feeling that I had done a super job and for sure would get at 

least one ribbon.  Well, no ribbon, but I was very 

pleasantly surprised to receive an Honorable Mention. 
 

Two of the judges were Shirley Evenstad and Trudy 

Peach who we have had as teachers at convention in the 

past.  Shirley sent me congratulations and offered to 

answer any questions by way of email or phone call.  

I emailed her with several questions and  

immediately received a reply. 
 

The judges critiques and Shirley‘s personal critiques 

were most helpful and I could see what they were talking 

about.  I would like to share these  remarks at Conven-

tion and encourage people to submit.  It is really helpful 

in furthering your journey in rosemaling.  I don‘t ever 

plan to get a Gold Medal, it‘s too late baby now, it‘s too 

late.  But for you younger rosemalers out there give it a 

try.  You will grow.  BTW one of the critiques was, 

‗Looks Handpainted‘.  Duh!!  (that wasn‘t from Trudy or 

Shirley)  I will share comments that may help in your 

rosemaling in future newsletters. Keep on painting and  

Loving it. 
 

Marley Smith 

Congratulations Marley and Betsy! 

Vesterheim exhibit and classes — a great combo 

―Northern Seas‖ Gudbrandsdal-style Plate by 

Marley Wright Smith, San Lorenzo, CA. 

Photo ©  and courtesy Marley Wright Smith.                          
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Early 2011 Membership Bonus 
See page 14 for special ornament info 
 

Camp Norge September 25—26 
Fall rosemaling retreat sponsored by Sons of Norway 

in Alta, California 
 

Norsk Hostfest, September 28— October 2 
Norsk Hostfest, in Minot, North Dakota, is billed as North America‘s largest Scandinavian 

Festival, with tens of thousands attendees and more than 200 internationally recognized 

artisans, craftsmen and chefs participating. Lots of rosemaling! 
 

October  

4th — last day to let Jurene While know you want to sell items in the convention Trade Floor 

7th — CRA convention registration price increases after October 7th 
 

November 4th—7th, Culver City 
CRA Convention with Sigmund Aarseth and Gayle Oram. 

Rosemaling 

news 

Well….it‘s more like this 
(a note regarding a picture  from 

Norway Day in June’s newsletter) 

 

I do have one correction. Hildy Henry and 

Marley Wright Smith are the ones who have 

manned the CRA booth at Norway Days for 

many years. I have over the years done some 

demonstrating along with them. 

 

This year I was a spectator and they were kind 

enough to give me a place to rest and I ended up 

borrowing Marley‘s and Beth‘s supplies and 

demonstrating a bit while I was resting. The 

picture just happened to be taken when I was 

there resting. Thank you for the kudos, but 

they belong to the others. 

Karen Nelson 

Do you have 

photos and 

Rosemaling 

examples from  

Norway? 

Please send them to me 

by December 1st. 

for the next  

CRA newsletter. 

Coming up: more on 

Rosemaling in Norway 

including news from 

Unni Marie Lien  

 

Karen Willman 

An introduction to rosemaling 

and getting the word out 
 

Onya Tolmasoff taught an Os luggage tag/ornament 

rosemaling project at the Daughters of Norway 

Convention in Costa Mesa in July. 

 

―I basically was there to teach this workshop for 

non-painters and hopefully exposed some to explore 

other painting options. Also let them know about the 

CRA convention as well.‖ 

 

Photo © and courtesy Onya Tolmasoff 
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A Rosemaling Trip to Norway 

M y second Vesterheim trip 
was in Levanger, Norway in 
1989 and was very special to 
me. It included a rosemaling 

seminar with Nils Ellingsgard as well as 
an opportunity to visit Ostersund, 
Sweden on the shoe of Lake Siljan. My 
Swedish grandmother was born in a 
small village near there. Levanger is a 
small town on the Eastern arm of the 
Trondheim fjord. Many of the  residents 
speak very little English. 
 
The first part of the trip took several days 
visiting museums and points of special 
interest for a bus load of rosemalers, 
knife makers, weavers and wood carvers 
from Oslo to Levanger. Lila Nelsen 
(weavers) and Gunnar Bo (rosemalers) 
were our Vesterheim tour guides. I 
missed this part and joined them a week 
late. The morning before I was to leave I 

had us use them for inspiration and 
create our own interpretations of similar 
concepts. He lectured and demonstrated 
the finer points in design and composi-
tion. The rest of the class had a jump 
start on me I learned a lot and was 

pleased with my results. The last day he 
did a painting for us with photo breaks to 
show the progress. I am very grateful to 

called my 86 year old Mother in Colorado 
to tell her goodbye. The local Sheriff 
answered the phone. Mom had finished 

breakfast, took her 
crossword puzzle 
and cup of coffee 
to the family room, 
sat in her special 

chair to watch 
the news and 
took her last 
nap. Needless 
to say my next 
day was not a 
trip to Norway. 
She was 
thrilled about 

this trip. I was the first member of the 
family to go to that part of Sweden. I’m 
sure she was looking over my shoulder. 
 
The trip to Ostersund was a one day tour 
to the Jamptland Museum. There were 
many “Bloomstermaled” armoires, chests 
and furniture pieces to take pictures of as 
well as a number of houses from different 
provinces. I visited the Hammerdal 
House first. That is where my Great 
Grandfather was from. The art style in 
this region was not at all like the 
Southern or Dalarna regions of Sweden 
that we are familiar with. There was a 
much more Continental and European 
influence similar to the art by Peder 
Aadnes in the Valdres Valley of Norway. 
 
This was a somewhat intimidating trip for 
me since so many of the painters were 
Vesterheim Gold Medalists including 
Eldrid Arntsen, JoSonja Jansen, Jean 
Geise and Jurene While to name a few. 
The following week was spent in class 
with Nils. What a marvelous opportunity! 
He is a very calm, soft-spoken man. He 
had lots of snapshots of many old artists’ 
work for us to study and draw inspiration 
from. After we found some we liked he 

 

R 
osemaling workshop. Trip to Norway.  And when you have  the two together, how perfect is that? A  number of CRA 
members have been fortunate to combine the two and some will be sharing highlights and photos of their trips in this 
and future CRA newsletters.  
 

Hildy Henry’s first Vesterheim tour to Scandinavia was a 3 week culture tour of Norway and Sweden in 1985.  
The group traveled the various regions of Scandinavia, visiting stave churches and museum after museum. 
Highlights included Stockholm, Dalarna, Carl Larsson’s home, the Skansen museum. When they got to 
Norway, Sigmund Aarseth was the guide — and lots more highlights — a big traditional dinner in Sigmund’s 
home town, trips through Hallingdal, Telemark, Sognefjord, Geiranger, Romsdal and Oslo areas, even a 
chance to spend a night in Sande, Bergliot Lunde’s town, and go to her home and see her rosemaling. Hildy 
said  they were also treated to a big Norwegian fest  and the townspeople displayed their family trunks. 

 
Here’s Hildy’s account of her second Scandinavian tour that included a rosemaling seminar: 

1 

2 

3 

Photos:1: armoire, Jamptland 
Museum; 2: violin case, Jamptland 
Museum; 3:cupboard with Continental 
influence, Jamptland (or Trondheim?) 
Museum; 4: Nils’ composition sketch  
for a design; 5: traditional Hallingdal 
painting painted by Nils in class; 6: 
photo of Valdres rosemaling in style 
of Peder Aadnes; 7: Peder Aadnes 
style rosemaling but not as elaborate. 

Photos  courtesy Hildy Henry. 
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Jahn Stoker. He raises flax and proc-
esses it for his weaving of tablecloths, 
runners, etc. His home is a “Longhouse’. 
Two generations live in it similar to a 
duplex with a shared kitchen, dining and 
utility space. It is two story with a full at-
tic. Jahn and his wife live in the right side 
and the son and family have the left. 
Jahn took some of us up to the attic 
where he weaves at NIGHT. Then he 
pulled the beater. WHUMP-WHUMP! 
This is above a bedroom on the son’s 

part of the house. By the way, his wife 
and son run a dairy so it’s up at sunrise 
to milk! 
 
Thank you for letting me share this trip 
with you. I love traveling with Vesterheim. 
They provide TLC throughout the trip and 
access to places and people that are 
impossible for the average traveler. 
 

Hildy Henry 

have had the opportunity to learn from 
such a kind and talented man. 
 
Many miles were added to my Norway 
experience with a trip to Boda, a small 
town above the Arctic Circle. (South 
and East of the Lofoten Islands). We 

were met there by Johann Hopstad 
and a bus in time for a fantastic lunch 
he and his wife, Anne-Lisa had 
prepared for us. We toured the local 
museum, a church and a trip to 
Johanns’ workshop to learn the 
technique of making bentwood tines, 

boxes, etc. Johann has sold his work 
and taught bentwood construction at 
Vesterheim. He is a master at his craft 

and a great host. 
 
Then via bus and boat we 
went to “Woman’s Island.” a 
short distance from shore. It 
was a major shipping port 
prior to the advent of air-
planes. The owner created 

a small 
village so 
families 
wouldn’t 
have to go 
to town for 
everything 
they 
needed. 
When he 
died his wife took over 
the island and the name 
was changed. After tour-
ing the island we went 
back to a veritable feast 
and took pictures of the 

“night before the longest day of the year 
setting sun.” 
 
The next day we flew back to Trondheim 
and visited the Trondheim Museum. We 
also saw the Ski Museum and the Hotalen 
Stave Church (dating from 1345) on the 

same grounds. The Doma 
Cathedral in Trondheim is 
considered the most 
beautiful church in Scandi-
navia and many feel it 
challenges those in Italy. 
When my Grandmother 
came to America her fam-
ily visited it before leaving 
on a ship for “The New 
World.” She said it was 
the Doom Cathedrial”. It 
was under construction at 
that time and  they were 
told it “would never be 
finished.” Can you believe 
that when we visited they 
had scaffolding on one 
side? (Still building or 
cleaning?) That night the 
members of the Levanger 
Sons of Norway treated us 
to a traditional Norwegian 
Midsommer Night celebra-
tion at their lodge in the 
country with a huge feast 
and bonfires by the fjord! 
 
The Levanger people 
treated us like royalty. 
Local artists and crafts-
men invited us to visit their 
studios and workplaces. 
(Of course a few $ 
changed hands.) I visited 

the home of Arne Grande a furniture 
painter and restorer. I brought back a 
large plate in Romsdal rosemaling by him. 
Another evening we visited a weaver, 

4 

5 

6 

7 

Note: photos are captioned on page 8. 
Please excuse ink transfer marks on 
photos... 
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For more photos of the Norwegian countryside and another 

account of travels in Norway and Sweden, check out Marley 

Wright Smith‘s website,  

http://rosmarley.homestead.com     
 

You can follow along on her 2002 tour through  

Scandinavia. Beautiful pictures! 

Marley with a rosemaled armoire at a hotel 

in Falun, Sweden. Photo © and courtesy 

Marley Wright Smith. 

SW
E
D

E
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Travels with Marley 

1 2 

3 

4 

Photos 
1: The Frosting 
on the Cake — 
Peder Aadnes 

style; 2: chair in 
hotel in Oslo, by 

well-known artist 
of pre-World War 
II; 3: an interest-
ing faux finished 

door in the 
Trondheim area; 

4: trunk detail 
probably 

Hallingdal. 

Photos  courtesy 
Hildy Henry. 
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www.visitnorway.com 
 

www.goscandinavia.com 
 

www.vesterheim.org 
 

www. norskfolkemuseum.no 
 

www.rosemaling.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Norsk Folkemuseum 

The Norsk Folkemuseum is Norway‘s largest museum of cultural history. 

With collections from around the country, the museum shows how people 

lived in Norway from 1500 to the present. The more than 150 buildings in 

the Open-Air Museum represent different regions in Norway, different time 

periods, as well as differences between town and country, and social 

classes. The Gol Stave Church dating from 1200 is one of five medieval 

buildings at the museum. The contemporary history is enlightened through 

exhibitions and documentation projects focusing especially on children, 

youth and the multicultural population. Permanent indoor exhibitions     

include folk art, folk costumes, toys and Sami culture. There are also a   

variety of temporary exhibitions and audience programs all  year round. 

Norway‘s treasures to your desktop 
 

Digital Archives 
 

Thousands of artifacts are available to you for 

browsing with the Norsk Folkmuseum‘s 

Digital Archives.  Click on a picture, or put in 

a search word, and with just a click you‘ll get 

the catalog information on the piece. For 

rosemaling, it often has the region, artist and 

the year painted (or an estimate)... Treasures 

from all over Norway (with a link to 

Sweden‘s archives, as well) . Explore!  

 

www.norskfolkemuseum.no 

Resources 
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The Stave Church from Gol in the 

Collection of King Oscar II at                        

Norsk Folkemuseum. 

Photo and Norsk Folkemuseum information 

© and courtesy Norsk Folkemuseum. 

T he stave church at Gol was built in the 12th century. From the 1600s to 

early 1800s, the structure went through several renovations and alterations. 

In the 1870s, however, the congregation had become too large, so the old  

church was replaced by a new and  bigger church. 

In 1881, the Society for the Preservation 

of Ancient Norwegian Monuments 

bought the stave church, and King Oscar 

II offered to finance its re-erection in his 

new open-air museum at Bygdøy.     

Because the snow conditions for sled 

transportation was too poor, the disas-

sembled church could not be moved to 

Christiania (Oslo) before in January 

1884! In the summer that same year, the 

church was re-erected at Bygdøy. 

When the stave church was disassem-

bled in 1884, it had been and altered and 

remodeled both in 1664 and 1802. Hans 

Gude‘s drawing from 1846 clearly 

shows this. When  re-erected at Bygdøy, 

only the basic interior structure was  

reused. The exterior was modeled after 

Borgund Stavkirke in Sogn on the    

Norwegian west coast. 



Rosemaling and painting the town... 

 more inspiration on the local front 

 

Note:  

This feature was 

prompted by a photo 

I received from 

Marie Sollom,VGM.  

Always glad to hear 

what our members 

are doing…. Please 

keep your photos 

and  suggestions 

coming in!!!! 

 
Karen Willman 

I came across this pic of  Jurene While in a 1985 

magazine.  I seem to remember it was in a craft 

magazine. (now I can’t find it) but Jurene says it 

was taken  June 23, 1985 printed in the East 

County Today written by Karen Barnett.  Jurene 

was painting in a shopping center in the 

Norwegian Style for a couple from Norway who 

owned the center. She continued painting that 

shopping center and then went on to paint condos 

and another shopping center in San Diego. 

 

Currently  Jurene has been painting a 

 children’s store and a village market (putting the 

mayor and other locals in it). She has also painted 

many signs for shop owners and major events in 

La Mesa. She has also taught her grand daughters 

to paint strokes, leaves and flowers. Wow! Sure 

makes us want to pick up our brushes, doesn’t it? 

Marie Sollom 

J 
uggler isn‘t anywhere to be found on Jurene While‘s bio, but it 

should — she‘s  managed so many things… CRA‘s founder and 

Vesterheim Gold Medalist (2002) teaches rosemaling and deco-

rative painting, she has been active with the Society of Decora-

tive Painters, and  creator/author of numerous articles and patterns for 

painting magazines, as well as the books, ―Shared Moments‖ and ―Script 

and Stroke,‖ and a collection of pattern packets.  This is aside from the 

actual painting she‘s done, ranging from traditional rosemaled pieces on 

wood to commissions for mural and rosemaling on private and commer-

cial buildings, to ornaments selected for the White House and the 

Smithsonian and Colonial Williamsburg. She and husband Richard 

(CRA‘s Trade Floor managers, also) have been adding a bit of magic to a 

new children‘s bookstore in La Mesa — Jurene painting the  wrap-around 

mural of the town as background for the O-gauge model train running 

around the store (Richard‘s idea).  Lately Jurene‘s been working on 

painting projects for her garden —  pillows and tablecloths and pool and 

directional signs. ―I just have to paint all the time. I love it!‖ 

   Photos below are part of the 

town mural at Readers, Inc., 

La Mesa. 

     

      Photos page 13 (clockwise) 

   top, private commission 

1994; Children’s playhouse 

1997; Smithsonian  ornament 

1984; condos in Old Town San 

Diego 1980; Norwegian 

Shopping center in San Diego 

1978; center photo: shopping 

center clock 1995.  

Photos © and courtesy 

Jurene While. 

To see more of Jurene‘s rosemaling go to http://jurenewhile.net 
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Photos  © and courtesy Jurene While. Captions are on page 12 
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Dues for 2010 must be current to attend CRA‘s convention.  Dues for 2011 are being accepted now as well and are due 

by December 31 according to our bylaws. If you renew by 12/31, you will receive an ornament pattern and picture      

designed by our own Karen Nelson.  

If there are any corrections or additions to your information, please send those to me so I can update our lists.  Updates to 

the directory will be mailed or emailed to members periodically rather than being published in the newsletter. 

 
Mary Weflen 

mweflen@yahoo.com 

CALIFORNIA ROSEMALING ASSOCIATION 

   Membership Application:     2010__________   2011__________ 

 

 

Name ______________________________________________ New___________ Renewal______________ 

 

Mailing Address: __________________________________________________________________________ 

 

  _____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Phone:  _____________________________________________________________________________   

 

Email:  _____________________________________________________________________________ 

May we print the above information in our membership directory?   Yes ____________  No ______________ 

 

Do you teach rosemaling?  ______________If so, where? __________________________________________ 
 

 

Please complete this application, enclose  $15.00 dues  (per year) 

(check made out to CRA) and mail to: 

Mary Weflen 

6842 Rolando Knolls Drive 

La Mesa, CA 91942 
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The purpose of the California Rosemaling Associa-

tion is to promote the traditional art of Norwegian 

rosemaling. Our members are committed to preserv-

ing rosemaling as a unique art form. CRA has ap-

proximately 150 members. Some are expert rosemal-

ers, others are beginning painters, all with a love to 

study the art form. Membership in CRA allows you 

to attend the annual convention featuring renowned 

rosemalers from around the world. 

 

The $15 annual membership dues includes a sub-

scription to the California Rosemaler, published quar-

terly, March, June, September and December.We 

welcome articles, designs, photos and suggestions for 

future issues. The news deadlines for upcoming  is-

sues are:  December 1 and March 1. Send to Karen 

Willman, newvikings@sbcglobal.net. 

Classified ads are $1 per line per issue. Business cards 

are $5 for the first publication and $2 per issue there-

after. Quarter-page ads are $15 for the initial publica-

tion and $10 per issue thereafter. Please send ad copy 

to the editor along with a check payable to CRA. Ads 

are screened for appropriateness, however, publishing 

them does not imply endorsement by the Executive 

Board.  

 

The CRA newsletter is the sole possession of the Cali-

fornia Rosemaling Association. All rights reserved. 

Reproduction by mechanical or other means is permit-

ted only with written permission from the editor. Pat-

terns may be traced for personal use, not for resale. If 

you have something to include, please send it in by 

December 1 for the December issue. Comments and 

suggestions are always welcome. 

California Rosemaling  Association 

http://us.mc1801.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=mweflen@yahoo.com


CALIFORNIA ROSEMALING CONVENTION 2010 
 

NOVEMBER 4 — 7, 2010 
 

RADISSON HOTEL   6161 W. Centinela  Ave., Culver City, CA 90230 

 
Contact the Radisson Hotel to reserve your room. 
Tell them you are with the California Rosemaling Association. 
Phone number 1-888-201-1718 / 1-310-649-1776 or online at www.radissonla.com 
Rate $85.00 per night. Tax not included. Also parking charge $5.00 per night. 
 
The Radisson offers: 
  Complimentary shuttle service from LAX airport 
  Mini Refrigerator and Coffee and Tea maker 
  Hair Dryers, Iron and Ironing Board 
  High Speed Internet access complimentary 
 
Convention Registration $175.00 covers Class, Wood pieces and Banquet. 
$  50.00 Deposit will assure your space. Balance must be received by October 7th 
$200.00 Late registration after October 8th postmark. 
$  45.00 Guest for Banquet 
 
CUT AND RETURN BOTTOM PORTION WITH YOUR CHECK MADE OUT TO CRA TO: 
Yvonne Thomson   8948 Krueger Street, Culver City, CA 90232-2437 
Phone: 310-837-1150 or email ythomson@earthlink.net 
 
Banquet meal chosen: Beef _______  Fish _______  Vegetarian _______ 
 
Cancellation Policy: 
Cancellations requested and received by Yvonne Thomson either by phone, mail or email 
on or before October 24, 2010 entitles registrant to a partial refund of $125; $50 is nonrefundable.  
No refunds will be issued after October 24th. 
 

Please keep top half copy for your records 
 
 

CALIFORNIA ROSEMALING  REGISTRATION FORM 2010 
 

Name:          _____________________________________________________________ 

Address:         _____________________________________________________________ 

City, State, Zip :    _____________________________________________________________ 

Phone:         _____________________________________________________________ 
 
 

SATURDAY NIGHT BANQUET CHOICE 
 
Prime Rib of Beef:  Au jus, Creamy Horseradish, Garlic Mashed Potatoes, Market Vegetables   ______          
Red Snapper:  Lobster Sauce and Baby Shrimp, Herb Roasted New Potatoes, Market Vegetables ______       
Penne Pasta:  Asparagus, Fresh Diced Tomatoes, Tossed in Pesto Cream, Shaved Parmesan  ______       
 

 

Looking forward to a great convention and  seeing all our friends and making new ones.      
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California Rosemaling Newsletter 

 

September 2010  No.105 

Check out  

CRA‘s new website 

www.califrosemaler.org 

The CRA Newsletter 

is available in color 

in PDF format for email 

and is on our website 

 

Do we have your 

correct/current 

email address? 

CRA’s Convention  

November 4 - 7, 2010 

Culver City 

 

Gail Oram 

and 

Sigmund 

Aarseth 


