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Hallingdal basket, Hallingdal Folk Museum.
Photo courtesy and © Kris Andrews from
her 2010 Norway trip.
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Shown here is a
Norwegian trunk
dated 1825.
Note similarity with
flower on basket in
photo above. More
photos pages 12-13.
Photo courtesy and ©
Jurene While.

From the President...
Dear Rosemaling Friends,
First of all, I have to say that our convention in
November was just wonderful with our esteemed
teachers, Norwegian rosemaler, Sigmund Aarseth,
and Gayle Oram, VGM & MDA. What a treat to be
able to have 3 wonderful days of classes with them!
Our board did a wonderful job of putting on our
convention with wonderful teachers, fellowship with
rosemalers, a really great hotel with easy access from
the airport, trade floor with some wonderful painted
pieces to purchase and other goodies, fun raffles, and
our great banquet with Sigmund painting the large
(huge) canvas before our very eyes! So gracious of
him to donate it for an auction to benefit CRA!

Membership Directory
for 2011
The CRA membership directory for 2011
will be distributed in April.
If you haven‘t renewed for 2011 yet,
please send in your current dues ($15)
by April 1st so you can be included.
The membership form is on page 15.
Also, please make sure to
send in any changes to your listing
so we have the correct address and phone number
for you as well as your email address.

The CRA board has had our first board meeting of
the year and we have been busily working on our
plans for this year's convention which will be
Nov 3-6, 2011 in Culver City, CA. We will be at the
same hotel as last year but it is being upgraded from
Radisson to Double Tree. (Nice for us.)
I think we have a fabulous board this year and am
enjoying working with them. We have some
members who are new and some that have been on
the board previously. Yvonne Thomson is again our
vice president and is working on finalizing details of
the teachers and the projects they will teach. Joyce
Field is keeping us in the black with her eye for
detail as our treasurer. Rebecca Nelson-Harris is
working on our membership lists-hope everyone
remembered to renew, Astrid Fisher has been taking
down lots of notes at our board meeting, Jurene
While is working out details on streamlining our
trade floor as well as being our historian, and Karen
Willman is continuing to put out a fabulous
newsletter. I hope everyone feels free to submit info
on upcoming events for rosemaling and Norwegian
gatherings, rosemaling classes, pictures from trips to
Norway, etc
Hope to see you all in November for another
fabulous rosemaling experience!
Arlene Rounce
CRA President
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2011 Convention in Southern California
November 3rd 4th 5th & 6th 2011
I am happy to announce that the 2011 convention will be held in the same location and at
the same time as last year. The name of the hotel will be changed by then
to the Double Tree Hotel with a few upgrades. I have been told there will be some
good improvements to the rooms. For the people that missed last year‘s convention.
every room has a refrigerator, hair dryer, coffee pot and features Sleep Number beds.
The hotel provides FREE shuttle service from LAX airport.
The Double Tree Hotel (Old Radisson) has a great restaurant and bar
and there are restaurants nearby within walking distance.
I have secured a great rate of $95.00 per night.
Radisson Hotel (becoming a Double Tree Hotel)
6161 West Centinela Avenue
Culver City, CA 90232
310/ 649-1776

Website: www.radissonla.com

The classes will have the same format as last year:
two teachers, with one and a half days with each.
We have one great teacher booked already
and we are working on the second teacher.

NANCY SCHMIDT
VGM
will be teaching an OS Rosemaling.project.
She is an oil painter but OS is a great style
to convert to acrylics for the non-oil painters.
A quick rundown on schedule: Thursday Nov 3rd
Friday Nov 4th
Saturday Nov 5th
Sunday Nov 6th

Registration and Basecoating
Classes
Classes and Banquet
Classes

It‘s early yet but mark your calendars for the dates.
I look forward to seeing everyone again.
Yvonne Thomson
Convention Chairperson
Footnote: Organizing Convention has been fun for me and I have really enjoyed it. If there is any
one that would like to take this job for 2012 give me a call!!!! 310-837-1150. Convention will be up
north, so think about committing to it now. Some teachers need to be booked a good year or more in
advance. This is just a suggestion but something to think about. Yvonne
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Arizona Has Tina Keune Class in March
Arizona painters (a number who are CRA members) are hosting a class with Vesterheim Gold Medalist
Christina (Tina) Keune in March. It will be a 3 day class and we can paint in both oil and acrylic.
She will concentrate on figures and will send the pattern ahead so we can have
things ready, or you can paint what you want. We are looking forward to the
class. The class is being offered in both Tucson and Phoenix. Cost is $130 for
the three days.
The times are Tucson, March 14-16, 2011, from 9 a.m.to 4 p.m.;
here in Phoenix, March 21- 23, 2011, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Inger Johnsen
johnandinger@msn.com

Rosemaling at Camp Norge
The Sons of Norway spring Rosemaling Seminar at Camp Norge is set for April 30/
May 1 in Alta, California.
We will be painting on 8 inch bowls. Julie Anne
Droivold is teaching an Os design on a black background.
Julie Anne says this a fun pattern, with all the bright
flowers. Sandra Cole is teaching a traditional Rogaland
style on a storm blue background, A little painting
experience might be helpful for this project. Mardella
Ivers will teach the beginner‘s class using a Vest Agder
style on a black/green background. No scrolls, just overlay and lots of tear drops.

Rosemaling
news

Look on the Camp Norge website for pictures of all three projects and registration
information: www.Campnorge.com
Julie Anne's class is full, but we still have openings in the other two.
Penny Knudsen

Rosemaling in Vallejo
Victory Lodge #43 - Sons of Norway in Vallejo is
sponsoring the ―Victory Rosemalers.‖ We meet the
second and fourth Mondays of the month from
9:00 a,m. to 12 noon.
The fee is $25 a month. We meet in Grace Hall at the
Lutheran Church of the Holy Trinity, 201 Doyle
Drive, Vallejo, CA 94591. Karen Hansen is the
contact person and treasurer for the lodge.
Karen Hansen
k9hansen@comcast.net
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Your
news and
pictures on
any classes or
other
Rosemaling
related events
are welcome...
Please send
them in...

Scandinavian Festival
April 16 - 17, 2011
in Thousand Oaks

Rosemaling is a featured attraction at the annual Scandinavian Festival, with a
number of California Rosemaling Association members taking part. This year
in addition to some members selling rosemaling, CRA members Astrid Fisher
and Karen Nelson will be demonstrating the painting.
The Festival typically draws 5,000 to 6,000 visitors and is sponsored by the
Scandinavian American Cultural and Historical Foundation at Cal Lutheran.
Both days of the Festival are filled with music, dancing, food, lectures,
demonstration, vendors and special activities for children, as well as a
Viking Encampment and Sami Village. For more information on the
Scandinavian Festival‘s events and pictures of past festivals, see their website,
www.scandinaviancenter.org
Photo courtesy Diane Langill

Vesterheim Exhibits Online
Visitors to www.vesterheim.org can now tour a virtual gallery
of some of the rosemaling treasures brought by Norwegian
immigrants to America. The Norwegian American Museum
in Decorah, Iowa is adding features to its website to allow more
people to share in Vesterheim‘s varied collections, including a
link to YouTube for videos of Vesterheim.


Vesterheim‘s National Exhibition of Folk-Art in the Norwegian
Tradition runs July 29-30, 2011 with Decorah‘s 45th Annual
Nordic Fest. Entries for the exhibition are usually due in June.
Check the museum‘s website
for details on the competition and entry forms.

Norway Day April 30 - May 1
features Sigmund Aarseth
San Francisco Bay Area‘s Fort Mason will
look quite Scandinavian with the annual
festival highlighting Norway‘s culture and
arts. You can expect lots of rosemaling to be
on display at the two-day festival that draws
some 5,000 visitors.
This year‘s highlights include rosemaling demonstration
performances by Sigmund Aarseth. Sigmund says he will be
painting to the music of ―a marvelous flute player from California,
Kim Anderson...she is outstanding.‖ If you missed Sigmund at
CRA‘s November 2010 convention, or want an encore, this is a
perfect opportunity… Check Norway Day‘s website for program
information: www.norwayday.org
And if you‘re a CRA member who‘d like to sell rosemaling,
contact Marley Smith — she and Hildy Henry have represented
CRA since the first festival. A 20% commission will be deducted
from the selling fee: 15% for Norway Day and 5% for CRA.
If you‘d like to participate in any way (items, set up, work the
show, etc.) contact Marley: 1marjim2@att.net

A Letter On
Vesterheim‘s Competition
I am concerned with
the discussion that
followed the
competition at
Vesterheim this past
year which was noted in the (museum‘s)
Rosemaling Letter magazine Volume 41,
Number 2, 2010 on page 11 titled ‗Meeting
after Folk Art Banquet.‘
I feel that it is a real mistake to limit the
number of Ribbons given any one year. This
is a disservice to those who enter. Should an
entry lose out because you had to limit the
number of ribbons? If an entry fills the
criteria, it should be awarded a ribbon. This
year there were 4 ribbons out of 51 entries,
hard to believe that there were only 4 that
were worthy of even a white ribbon.
It is very discouraging to know that there
may be a limit on the number of ribbons.
How can there possibly be too many ribbon
winners and gold medalists as long as they
fulfill the standards?
Limiting the number of ribbons will discourage newcomers from submitting. I use the
competition as a learning experience because
of the critique. However, I would hate to
think that my submission was eliminated
from receiving a ribbon if it was worthy, but
the judges had already given all the ribbons
that they were allowed to give.
Just wanted you California girls (and guys)
to know what‘s going on and if you have
concerns to let it be known to Vesterheim
personnel.
Marley Smith
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The
St. Olav Medal
for
Meritorious
Service
to Norway

Photo above:
King Harold of Norway, right,
greeting Sigmund and Ingebjorg
Aarseth at a special reception for
recipients of Norway‘s St. Olav
Medal.
Special thanks to
Diane Edwards for
help with this feature.
Photo courtesy Sigmund Aarseth.
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S

igmund Aarseth‘s year began with an invitation to the Royal Palace
in Oslo for a reception with Norway‘s King Harold. He was
awarded the St. Olav Medal for Meritorious Service to Norway, one
of Norway‘s highest honors, in May, 2010. He and his wife
Ingebjorg had an opportunity to meet and talk with the King and his court and
tour the palace in January at the special gathering honoring the medal recipients
and their spouses.
―It is quite unusual for a Norwegian, especially without a title, like me, to
receive a St. Olav Medal. This was a totally unexpected recognition,‖ he said.
While gratified to receive the award, he also credited the individuals and the
organizations he has worked with in the United States over the years for their
efforts to spread the word about Norway, rosemaling, and other folk arts. He
continues to maintain an active role in the cultural wave that gained new
momentum in America in the 1960‘s. The late Marion Nelson, director of the
Norwegian – American Museum, established a national exhibition of
rosemaling in 1967. He asked Sigmund to be a judge for the exhibition and
Sigmund was the first rosemaler from Norway invited to teach specialized
rosemaling workshops at Vesterheim.
Sigmund is recognized for his fine art landscape painting in Norway yet
continues to strengthen Norway‘s folk art traditions with broader audiences in
this country. His workshops in rosemaling and design painting for interiors
have brought him all over the United States. He will be back in Decorah, IA ,
collaborating with Sallie Haugen DeReus, VGM, this spring. designing and
painting an interior for a new welcome center at Vesterheim.

Sigmund Aarseth’s
demonstrations at
CRA’s
2010 convention
included some
examples of
contemporary
abstract designs
based on the
foundations of
rosemaling….

Art by Sigmund Aarseth
Photos, Karen Willman
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An Interview with Margaret Miller Utzinger
by

Marley Wright Smith
Note: Marley just completed the 2nd and 3rd phases of
Rosemaling for her Sons of Norway Cutlural Pins.
One of the things she chose to do was visit and write
about another rosemaler of interest.

M

argaret was first aware of rosemaling by
the time she was 5 or 6 years old. She
was brought up in a Norwegian home
by a self taught rosemaler mother and a
father who was a well known artist. She was raised
in Wisconsin when rosemaling was just beginning
to evolve as a recognized art in the United States.
As a young adult, Margie wanted to be an
artist so she went to her father and asked him to
teach her, but he was not a teacher and so he gave
her a pencil and drawing tablet and told her to go
out and start drawing things. She didn‘t know
where to begin or what to do,
so she went to her Grandfather. He told her that she had
a wonderful sense of color
and design, ‗do what your
mother does.‘ Her father
gave her a design and told her
to paint it. She painted an
ugly chest which she thought
was beautiful. Her first ‗job‘
opportunity came from her
parents who asked her to
paint a room in their home.
Her father was good
friends with Dean Madden
from Vesterheim NorwegianAmerican Museum in
Decorah, IA, and when she
was 30 years old, Dean called
her father and told him that
Sigmund Aarseth was painting at his home and could
‗Sissie‘ come and watch. When they got there, they
found Sigmund in full Bunad standing on a scaffold
painting the ceiling. At that time Sigmund spoke no
English.
The next time that Margie (Sissie) met
Sigmund was a year later when he came to to teach
the very first class for Vesterheim.
Margie sat
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between Vi Thode and Ethel Kvalheim. Sigmund set
up some panels and told them to paint them, and then
he would critique them. Since he did not speak English, they were told
that they would have
to watch him. She
took classes from
him the following
year when he came
back to Vesterheim.
By now she
was very invested in
the rosemaling but
there were no books
to learn from to take
her further. Her stepmother was an author
and she told her to
type up everything
that she knew of
rosemaling and she would
edit and help her. Dean Madden advised her to write an
index which would help to
formulate the book and he
then took it to New York. It
was several months and she
received a contract in the mail
from Scribner Publishers.
She had two years to come up
with a book. Realizing that
she could not do this by herself, she wrote to Sigmund for
his input. He agreed and a
partnership was formed.
Margie would write, send it to
Dr. Nelson, director of
Vesterheim, for critique and
correction, then she would
send it to Sigmund for correction. Sigmund was responsible for the pictures and correcting her writing as well
as providing history. While working on the book,
Sigmund stayed with her and painted on her walls
and ceiling. At this time she continued to learn from
him.
This book ‗Norwegian Rosemaling‘ was
published in 1974 and was the first comprehensive
rosemaling instruction book available in the United

knowledge of the art every Tuesday when she
opens her home studio to several friends who
come together to paint, welcoming anyone who
wishes to come to paint.
She hosts a Scandinavian ‗Mostly
Maling‘ Boutique in her home every two years.
Fellow rosemalers, carvers, jewelry makers and
other hand crafters offer Scandinavian items for
sale.
Marjorie has been an influence and an
inspiration to many rosemalers all across the
United States through the years and graciously
shares her knowledge and her accomplishments
in a desire to promote and encourage the
continued development of this beautiful art.

States.
It is still considered the ‗Bible for
Rosemalers‘ today.
Margie who resides in Los Altos Hills, CA spent
6 summers in Wisconsin with her friend, Mary Parker,
teaching and doing commission painting.
Her love and mastery of the art has resulted in
many accomplishments. Besides writing the book with
Sigmund Aarseth, she was commissioned to paint 2
cabins at Bear Valley, CA as well as a stabbur house in
Lake Tahoe. When she first walked into the stabbur she
noticed her book sitting on the table and she said, ―Oh
you have my book.‖ He said, ―You wrote that? I looked
all over Norway for you!‖ She and Mary spent two
weeks for two summers painting the cabins. She has
taught at local shops in years past and has been instrumental in mentoring many potential future painters.
Her Los Altos Hills, CA home is a virtual
museum of rosemaling that she has collected throughout
the years. She also has an extensive collection of paintings by her late father, Gerhard Miller. Her entry hall
ceiling is painted in soft scrolls which were done by
Sigmund. Her pool house ceiling has been painted by
Karen Jensen of Milan, MN. She rosemaled her kitchen
cabinets and even the hood over her stove. She chip
carved the crown molding. A true treasure.
Margie is still a very well respected and popular
rosemaler. She continues to paint every day because of
her love of painting. Sigmund is still her biggest
inspiration. She continues to share her love and

Photos this page from

Norwegian Rosemaling
Decorative Painting on Wood
Left: Telemark painting on door in Wisconsin
by Margie, photo © Harmann Studios.
Above: Hallingdal style door Margie painted, adapted from
from a Nils Ellingsgard design; photo © Margaret M. Miller.
Photo, page 8, of Margie Miller Utzinger, 2009,
courtesy Karen Willman.
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R

osemaling‘s influence can be found in so many
places, and in so many ways… Norwegian
rosemaler Unni Marie Lien received a World
Master Award in December in South Korea for
her rosemaling. Her works range from traditional
rosemaling on plates and bowls to adaptations on items
as diverse as product packaging and bridal dresses.
At the World Master Festival in Seoul, ―I met artists
from 40 countries — dance, music and different kinds of
arts,‖ she said. ―So many interesting people from around
the world. I think the idea about the World Master is
fantastic — create one world through art and culture —
and I am a part of it!‖
―It is important to preserve the tradition of rosemaling,‖
she says, ―but it is equally important to take rosemaling
into the future and paint additional. inspiring and
challenging items…. It is exciting because I never know
what will happen.‖ Photos © Unni Marie Lien; captions page 11

A Global Gathering of World Masters ...
South Korea Honors Norway’s Unni Marie Lien
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U

nni Marie studied rosemaling at the Sand
Technical College in Norway. She has
had a shop and studio since 1980. She‘s
now located in Ølen, Norway where she
also offers classes, and has taught in Japan and the
United States, as well as to Vesterheim classes in
Norway. You can see more examples of her work at
her website, www.rosemaling.com
Photos courtesy and © Unni Marie Lien
Above: Policeman‘s helmet and shield Unni Marie
painted for an exhibit in Stavanger, Norway.
Top right: Plate inspired by the Northern Lights.
Right center: Large plate from Unni Marie‘s exhibit in
Korea; special background techniques and
square elements were inspired by
Norwegian rosemaling dating from 1760.
Bottom right: Plate with black background and
painted in typical Ryfylke (Rogaland) style
Photos page 10:
Left and bottom photos: At the 2010 World Master
Festival in Korea, Unni Marie receiving her award, and
photos of her exhibit (she was filmed by Korean
Television).
Top right: Special bark bowl carved by Unni Marie‘s son
Knut Andreas that Unni Marie painted. It was a gift to
Crown Prince Haakon and Crown Princess Mette Marit.

J

urene While hunted
through some photo
albums to share
pictures from
Vesterheim study trips to
Norway she and Richard took
in 1989 and 1997.

Photos courtesy and © Jurene While
Clockwise, from top left:
Dancing on a farm day trip;
Boat trip from Stavanger through the fjord
to Fyresdal school;
Jurene While with rosemaling instructor
Oskar Kjetsaa;
Richard While sampling the breakfast at
Fyresdal school;
Ale bowls painted by Oskar Kjetsaa;
Norwegian newspaper article featuring the
Vesterheim classes;
Knifemaking class;
Richard While (seated) with his
knifemaking instructor Havard Begland.
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Photos courtesy and © Jurene While
Clockwise from top left:
Rosemaler and author Nils Ellingsgaard with
his paintings in Bygdøy;
Museum day trip to meet rosemaler
Birgit Spikkeland;
Rosemaling instructor Sigrid Midjas Heisholt;
Norwegian chest dated 1825;
Birgit Spikkeland plate.
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Painting with Wool
on rosemaling? You never know
H ooked
where it‘ll lead…
An internet search brought me to Peggy Hannum‘s
website to see a rosemaling design pillow. But the
rosemaling isn‘t painted — it‘s created with handdyed wool and the painstaking art of rug hooking.
So many similarities — rich, vibrant colors and
flowing intricate designs…
Peggy teaches rug hooking and wool dyeing in her
home studio in Pennsylvania She‘s won numerous
awards for her rugs and is a juried member of the
Pennsylvania Guild of Craftsmen.

―Rosemaling tote‖ pillow
crafted by Peggy Hannum.
Design by Jane Flynn.

A retired English teacher,
she‘s been involved in
crafting rugs since a friend
talked her into trying it in
1976. Now she teaches
some 40 students a month
in 2 full day and 2 half day
sessions. And she does
workshops.

Peggy Hannum

She said she loves the dramatic colors, and the
hands-on dyeing process. to get the exact shades
she wants. ―It‘s much like painting, only painting
with wool.‖
Peggy laughed when I asked if she sold her rugs…
―They‘re kind of like children,‖ she said. ―When
you work on them for 8 or 9 months, they‘re like
family…‖
The next time you‘re frustrated at having to refresh
or replace your oil or acrylic palette colors, take
heart… and imagine the task of having to create or
match various lots of wool in light, dark and
midtone values (all the dyeing and drying!) for all
the colors you need…
―Gainsborough‖ rug
crafted by Peggy Hannum.
Design by Pearl K. McGown.
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Karen Willman

Photos courtesy and © Peggy Hannum
www.peggyhannum.com

California Rosemaling Association
The purpose of the
California Rosemaling Association
is to promote the traditional art
of Norwegian rosemaling.
Our members are committed to
preserving rosemaling as a unique art form.
CRA has approximately 170 members.
Some are expert rosemalers,
others are beginning painters,
all with a love to study the art form.
Membership in CRA allows you to attend the
annual convention featuring
renowned rosemalers from around the world.
Members also receive
an annual membership directory and
a subscription to the quarterly newsletter.

The $15 annual membership dues includes a
subscription to the California Rosemaler, published
quarterly, March, June, September and December.
We welcome articles, designs, photos and
suggestions for future issues. The news deadlines for
upcoming issues in 2011 are: June 1, September 1
and December 1.
Classified ads are $1 per line per issue. Business
cards are $5 for the first publication and $2 per issue
thereafter. Quarter-page ads are $15 for the initial
publication and $10 per issue thereafter. Please send
ad copy to the editor along with a check payable to
CRA. Ads are screened for appropriateness, however,
publishing them does not imply endorsement by the
Executive Board.
The CRA newsletter is the sole possession of the California
Rosemaling Association. All rights reserved. Reproduction
by mechanical or other means is permitted only with
written permission from the editor. Patterns may be traced
for personal use, not for resale. If you have something to
include, please send it in by June 1 for the next issue.
Comments and suggestions are always welcome.
Send to Karen Willman, newvikings@sbcglobal.net.

CALIFORNIA ROSEMALING ASSOCIATION
Membership Application:
2011 ______________
Name ______________________________________________ New___________ Renewal______________
Mailing Address: __________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
Phone:

_____________________________________________________________________________

Email:
_____________________________________________________________________________
May we print the above information in our membership directory? Yes ____________ No ______________
Do you teach rosemaling? ______________If so, where? __________________________________________
Please complete this application, enclose $15.00 dues (check made out to CRA) and mail to:
Rebecca Nelson-Harris
23942 Balsam Court
Auburn, CA 95602
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California Rosemaling Newsletter
Karen Willman, editor

March 2011 No.107

Check out
CRA‘s new website
www.califrosemaler.org

The CRA Newsletter
is available in color
in PDF format for email
and is on our website

Newspaper clipping from a study trip to Norway…
Photo courtesy and © Jurene While

Do we have your
correct/current
email address?

