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The annual CRA
Convention was a success
(thank you Hildy and team!)
and JoSonja‘s class was
filled to brimming with
painting technique,
JoSonja‘s magic and charm
and a trove of rosemaling
treasures she brought for
viewing and photographing
as resources.

Inside:
Convention
(lots of pics!)
By-Laws
Membership
Rosemaling &
Member news

See more inside on Karen
Larson’s small tine (3”x6”)
painted in the Os-style of
rosemaling. It dates from
1855 in Norway. (page 11)

From the President...
What a great convention! The classroom was packed,
but a good seat was had by all – the big screen let everyone have the ―best seat‖ in town. Jo Sonja gave us a
wealth of knowledge and kept us moving so we were
able to come close to finishing (if not done by some) our
little Os Mermaid trunks. Hildy Henry and her helpers
did a great job in
setting everything up.
The Trade Floor was phenomenal – something for
everyone. Jurene and Richard While and helpers were
kept busy during business hours. We all had a chance to
purchase some wonderful wood surfaces for all those
rosemaling projects ahead.
Beth Twogood and her helpers did a stand up job in
obtaining some great pieces for our annual raffle. Thank
you to all who donated some wonderful painted pieces
and well as wood surfaces, brushes, and DVD‘s.
At the Business Meeting, we voted on the Proposed Bylaws and Standing Rules. It was amended to keep the
annual membership dues at $15, with the rest being
passed as proposed. A copy of the new Revised By-laws
and Standing Rules are attached (Thank you Karen
Gibson for the revised version). We also voted to present Jo Sonja with a $1000 check to purchase painted
pieces for the future Folk Art Museum. We look forward
to this becoming a reality in the near future so we all can
visit and study Folk Art Traditions of painters past,
present, and future.
Our Banquet was well attended and it was nice to visit
with old and new friends while enjoying an evening meal
together. Marley Wright Smith and Hildy Henry were
presented with a CRA Lifetime Honorary Membership
and in their name $100 each was donated to the
Vesterheim Museum. Through the years both have held
various Board positions, set up booths at Sons of Norway
and always stepped up when asked taking on many tasks.
Congratulations to you both. Mary Lou Reid was also
presented with a Flamingo Brunch certificate for all her
contributions to our CRA booth and raffles.
In the New Year, your board will get the ‗ball‘
rolling and will start working on our 2010 CRA
Convention which will be held in the southern
California area. So start making plans to join us for
another great Convention experience.
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Top photo: JoSonja Jansen (far right) accepting CRA‘s gift at the convention banquet; bottom photo: Marley Wright Smith and Hildy Henry
receiving Lifetime Honorary CRA Memberships and Vesterheim honors
from CRA President Onya Tolmasoff

Finally, I want to thank my 2009 Board, Hildy, Doris,
Mary, Beth, Karen, and Jurene for all their hard work this
past year helping everything run so smooth.
Wishing everyone a ―Happy Holiday Season!‖
Onya Tolmasoff
CRA President

Your 2010 Board was introduced and they are:
President
(949) 496-0944

Onya Tolmasoff
onyadesigns@cox.net

1st Vice-Convention
(310) 837-1150

Yvonne Thomson
ythomson@earthlink.net

Membership
(619) 462-6386

Mary Weflen
mweflen@yahoo.com

Secretary
(925) 519-9586

Beth Twogood
rtwogood@sbcglobal.net

Treasurer
(310) 542-4228

Joyce Field
jafield@verizon.net

Newsletter Editor
(951) 687-7490

Karen Willman
newvikings@sbcglobal.net

Historian
(619) 465-5178

Jurene While
jandrwhile@cox.net

2010 Memberships Due
Many thanks to all who renewed their memberships for 2010 at
convention or by mail. You have received or will soon receive a
pattern and picture for a Valdres style ornament designed by our
own Jurene While, VGM, as a thank you for paying your dues on
time. According to our by-laws, dues are due Nov. 1 and delinquent Dec.31. It makes my job a lot easier to have dues come in
sooner and not to have to send individual renewal notices. That
way I can also get the membership directory finished sooner.
To those who have not yet renewed: dues are still $15 for the year.
We would like to have as many of you as possible in the membership directory and your dues need to be paid to be in there. This
last convention was amazing and I anticipate that we will have a
great convention in 2010 and we would like to have you be a member and join us in southern California. As soon as I receive your
dues (before Dec. 31), I will mail the pattern packet to you.
Mary Weflen
Membership Chair

Treasurer‘s Note
Many thanks to Linda Giese, Judi
Hamner and Connie Mitterbach for the
LONG time they gave up at
convention to audit the treasurer‘s
books (statements, ledger, receipt
and reimbursement forms.)
All is in order! Whew.
It has been my pleasure to be the CRA
treasurer these past two years. Thanks
for the honor.
Doris Webber

Note: I believe I have mailed all of the pattern packs offered for
renewing your membership before the end of the year. If you have
not received yours, please e-mail me (mweflen@yahoo.com) and I
will make sure you get one. If I was confused and you have two,
please share the other one with a friend and tell them about our organization.
CALIFORNIA ROSEMALING ASSOCIATION
2010 Membership Application
Name ______________________________________________ New____________Renewal______________
Mailing Address: __________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
Phone:

_____________________________________________________________________________

Email:
_____________________________________________________________________________
May we print the above information in our membership directory? Yes ____________ No ______________
Do you teach rosemaling? ______________If so, where? __________________________________________
Please complete this application, enclose $15.00 dues (per year)
(check made out to CRA) and mail to:

Mary Weflen
6842 Rolando Knolls Drive
La Mesa, CA 91941

Rosemaling
news

Two of our members have been busy painting, coming up with new projects…
Carl Larson is featured in the Fall 2009 Decorative Painter magazine with his
―Bravura Bauernmalerei‖ project. This style of rosemaling has its roots in the folk
painting of Bavaria and Austria.
Jurene While is featured in the December 2009 issue of PaintWorks magazine. Her
―Romsdal Christmas Candleholder‖ features a Norwegian rosemaling style.
Congratulations!

Help in putting the pieces together…
Subject: Karl K. Reese 1888-1972
I came across your website and wondered if anyone in
your organization was familiar with the painter Karl K.
Reese who was born in Norway in 1888 and died in Long
Beach CA in 1972. He was a painter and did rosemaling
and other types of painting and home decorating, I think.
He was a cousin to my mother and our families were in
contact until my parents died in the 1950‘s and we lost
touch. Karl lived in North Dakota, Minnesota, Wisconsin
and moved to Long Beach in 1945. I am hoping to find
out more about his painting as well as information about
his descendants. He may still not have been painting when
your organization began, but I thought I would contact
you in case someone remembers him.
I have several pieces of his rosemaled household items
and a large folk painting of a Norwegian farm mountain
scene. I also have many photos of Karl and his family,
both formal and informal, including one taken in Norway
in 1913-14 that I believe contains his mother and perhaps
his father and siblings. Any leads you could give me will
be much appreciated.
In browsing your website I noted the September 2009
newsletter photo of a trunk decorated by Jørund Tallaksen
Tjørehom from Sirdal. My GG grandfather Ole Torjeisen
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Sinnes (often misspelled Sirnes) 1816-1894 studied under
Jørund. Ole Torjeisen was one of the later painters and
worked in Vest Agder and Rogaland. Some of Ole‘s work
is displayed in the Norsk Folkmuseum in Oslo. Our family in the US has only the immigrant trunk he painted for
his daughter — my great grandmother. The cousins in
Norway have more. The photos of his family always
amuse me — he always looks so happy and his wife so
tired! She had to stay home and care for the children and
animals while he traveled around the countryside painting!
Thanks in advance for any guidance or information anyone may have.
Claire Solberg Johnson
clairejo@aol.com
Norway Day Festival
at San Francisco‘s Fort Mason will be
May 1-2, 2010
Look for updates
in the March newsletter
on rosemaling activities

Here is a photo from the September
Rosemaling Seminar at the Sons of Norway
Camp located in Alta, CA.
This was the 50th seminar. The program has
continued for the past 25 years with
2 sessions a year (spring/fall).
Pictured are Bob Sather, (the cookie guy);
CRA members Penny Joseph Knudsen,
coordinator of the seminars and the
3 instructors, Julie Anne, Kay White and
Cheryl Seath. We painted in the new hall
located at Camp Norge for the first time.
Shirley Stafford
And, from Penny Knudsen: the spring
seminar is set for April 24/25, 2010

Rosemaling in Santa Fe‘s International Folk Art Museum
I was asked by the Rosemalers of New Mexico to paint a
piece for the permanent collection of the International
Folk Art Museum in Santa Fe.
I painted a tine which I designed and was made by John
Wahnke of Minnesota
( www.scandinavianexpressions.com ) You can pick out
handles and supports from his website. I chose the Viking
horse heads for the handle and supports. The tine was big,
18‖ x 12‖. It took me almost a month to paint, from backgrounding to final glazing and varnishing. It is painted in
JoSonja Red Earth, with DecoArt Blue Haze on the
handle and supports. John‘s tines are laced on the back
and the cover is marked to fit exactly; it was a beautiful
piece to work on!
After three months the final committee (of three different
ones) accepted the tine for their permanent collection.
They are very, very careful in their choices and it was a
huge honor to have it accepted, they turn down almost
everyrthing presented to them. Thanks to Denise Richard
and Diana Meekedal of the NMRA and John Wahnke,
Norwegian Rosemaling is now alive and well in the Folk
Art Museum!

Diane Edwards is also a
CRA member

The style I painted was old Telemark, using stylistic
designs from Vesaas‘ Telemark Rosemaling Vol. 1. It is
painted in oils with a Greenish Umber glaze and
varnished with JoSonja Polyurethane Matte Varnish.
Diane Edwards, Master Folk Artist, New Mexico
www.dianeedwardsart.com
www.nordic-arts.com
http://dianeedwardsartdoodles.blogspot.com
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Many Thanks… This

newsletter
has been a collaborative effort, with
contributions and/or photos from Jill
Beatty, Diane Edwards, Karen Gibson,
Cynthia Paulson Hayashi, JoSonja Jansen,
Penny Knudsen, Carl Larson,
Karen Larson, Karen Nelson,
Karen Sheppard, Marie Sollom,
Shirley Stafford, Onya Tolmasoff,
Bonnie Vernon, Doris Webber,
Mary Weflen, Jurene While, and
Lezle Wolf. — Karen Willman
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Examples of
Norway’s
Os Style
Rosemaling

from Jo Sonja’s
folk art collection
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Santa Rosa
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A
treasured
1855 tine
…and
reunion,
of sorts...
Karen Larson brought in a prized Os-style tine to share with the group at convention. JoSonja noted painting similarities with some of the painted Os pieces she had on display, possibly even being done by the same painter. Karen‘s
small tine (under 6‖ long and maybe 3‖ across) originally belonged to her great-grandmother, Karen Attletweed,
whose name is written on the bottom of the tine, along with the date of 1855. 
Karen said her great grandparents were married by 1855 and lived in the Stavanger and Bergen areas of Norway. They came to the United States
and settled in Iowa. By 1925 or so, Karen Attletweed was widowed and living with her children on the west coast.
She gave the tine to her son and his wife, Karen‘s grandparents. And Karen‘s grandmother gave it to her when she
saw that Karen liked the Norwegian box. Karen said her grandmother had always used the tine for jewelry.

Just a
sampling of
the raffle...

CRA members: Joyce
Field with donors of
two prized raffle items
she won: a JoSonjapainted piece donated
by Mary Lou Reid
(above) and a piece
painted and donated by
Marie Sollom (left)

Thank you
to all of the donors !

Naoko Seto, a CRA member
from Irvine, CA, donated this
bowl for the raffle of the 22nd
Annual convention. During
breaks and lunchtime, I would
walk back to the display room
to look in greater detail and
admire a large painted bowl
that was one of the raffle items
and study its beautiful lines
and colors. To my eye, it was
just the prettiest thing, large
and heavy, rosemaled painted
and carved in Norway. I did
this for three days. Then at the
Saturday night banquet...my
raffle ticket was drawn for rthe
large Telemark style bowl,
painted by artist
Kari-Signe Bråthen of
Norway! Needless to say, I
will study and enjoy.
Cynthia Paulson Hayashi
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A Christmas Treat
Here‘s an Os design sent in by Jurene While,VGM,
CRA‘s founder and historian …
Just right for a Christmas ornament or ????
Happy Holidays!

Send in pictures of your creations
(Jurene’s design and /or cookies)
We can showcase them in the
March newsletter
Feeling creative?
There‘s a

sugar cookies with rosemaling
recipe at www.bhg.com
Or, you could use your own favorite cookie recipe and top with a glaze
as a base for rosemaling… Short on time? In lieu of the glaze, you
might also try the food-color rosemaling on cookies coated with melted
vanilla coating like “Candi-Quik”… or, even quicker, just decorate
already-coated (white or dark chocolate) Oreos…
Here’s the glaze and rosemaling directions from www.bhg.com :
1.For glaze, combine powdered sugar, warm water, merinque powder
and cream of tartar in a mixing bowl. Beat with an electric mixer on low
speed until combined. Then on high speed for 7 to 10 minutes or until
very stiff. Add 1 to 2 tablespoons additional warm water, 1 tablespoon at
a time, until of glazing consistency. (Use at once.)
2. Spread each cookie almost to edge with glaze. Let dry on wire rack at
least 4 hours or until completely dry.
3. To decorate, place small dabs of desired paste food coloring on
palette paper. Using a #2 filbert brush, paint the largest shape of the
design in the center of the cookie. Let food coloring dry completely.
4. Add additional shapes using a #2 filbert brush, letting each color dry
before adding another. Outline shapes with a #1 script liner brush. Let
dry thoroughly. Insert 1/4 inch-wide colored ribbons for hanging, if desired. Makes enough glaze to cover 36 to 48 cookies.
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(photo, www.bhg.com)

Glaze ingredients:
2 cups sifted powdered sugar
1/4 cup warm water
4 teaspoons meringue powder
1/4 teaspoon cream of tartar
For rosemaling:
Paste food coloring
Filbert brushes
Maybe you have your own technique for
rosemaling on cookies and cakes…
Send in your pictures and hints and we’ll all be
able to make some great treats for spring...

California Rosemaling Association
By-Laws
(Revised November 2009)
Article I – Name
The name of the Association shall be the California
Rosemaling Association.
Article II – Principal Office
The Principal office of the Association shall be at the
home of the presiding President. The Association
may have such other offices as designated by the
members of the Board.
Article III – The Purpose of this Association is to:
Promote and preserve an interest in the traditional art
of Norwegian Rosemaling as a unique art form by
displaying works of the members at schools,
exhibitions and art shows and to instruct and
demonstrate at appropriate venues.
The intent of the Association is to operate a Professional Association within the meaning of Section
23701e of the California Revenue and Taxation code.
This association does not contemplate pecuniary gain
or profit of the members thereof and is organized for
non-profit purpose.
Article IV – Membership
Sec.1. Active membership: Anyone who supports
the purposes stated in Article III is eligible to become an active member of this Association with full
voting and other privileges.
Sec 2. Honorary membership: Anyone who has
made a major contribution to the art of Rosemaling
may be offered an honorary membership at the
discretion of the Board.
Sec.3. Voting: Each active member is entitled to one
vote in the affairs of the Association.
Article V – Dues
Sec.1. Membership dues shall be determined by
majority vote of the members.
Sec.2. Dues shall be paid annually on a full calendar
year basis. Dues are payable on November 1 and
delinquent by December 31.
Sec.3. Dues must be current for any member to enjoy
all privileges of membership.
Sec. 4. Amount of dues shall be stated in the Standing
Rules.
Article VI- Officers
Sec.1. Elected officers: The elected officers of the
association shall be the President, Vice President,
Secretary, Treasurer, and Membership Chair.

Sec.2. Appointed Chairpersons: The appointed
committee chairpersons of the Association shall be
the Newsletter Editor, Historian, Nominating, Webmaster and Audit. Other Chairpersons may be appointed for special duties as deemed necessary by the
President and approved by the Elected Board
Sec.3. The term of office shall be one year. No
officer may hold the same office for more than two
consecutive full terms.
Sec. 4. Vacancies in any office may be filled for the
balance of the term by the Elected Board. These
officers are not considered to have served a full term
unless their term of office exceeds 7 months.
Sec.5. The Board of elected and appointed officers
shall conduct all business of the Association.
Article VII – Executive Board
Sec.1. The Executive Board shall consist of the
President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer,
Membership Chair, immediate Past President, Newsletter Editor.
Sec.2. The Executive Board shall conduct business
between meetings and all other business the Association deems necessary.
Article VIII – Elections
Sec.1. The officers shall be elected at the annual
convention business meeting. All offices take effect
January 1, for the duration of the calendar year.
(Oct. 2003)
Sec.2. The offices of the President, Vice President,
Secretary, Treasurer and Membership Chair shall be
filled each year.
Sec.3. The nomination of officers shall be made by
a nominating committee consisting of three active
members appointed by the President. Nominations
will be accepted from the floor. The consent of the
candidates must be obtained before the Nominating
Committee may place the candidate‘s name before
the membership.
Sec.4. The Nominating Committee shall be appointed at least three months prior to the annual
meeting and the slate of the proposed offices shall be
printed in the newsletter prior to the annual
convention.
Sec. 5. Nominating Chair is responsible for
installation of officers at the annual convention.
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Article IX – Meetings
There shall be no less than one annual convention/
business meeting per year. The date and time is to
be determined by the Executive Board.
Article X - Duties of the Officers
Sec.1. The President shall:
Preside at meeting of the Association.
Call special meetings of the association and
Executive board.
Make provisions for the discharge pro tempore of necessary duties of absent members
and officers.
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The President shall deliver all books to the
successor at the end of office term.
Sec.2. The Vice President shall:
Preside in the absence of the President and
shall assist the President.
Be the Convention Chairperson for the Association, performing the scheduling of all
Convention activities.
Be responsible to purchase a gift for the outgoing President.
The Vice President shall deliver all books to
the successor at the end of office term.
Sec.3. The Secretary shall:
Keep a record of the proceedings of all
official meetings.
Record the attendance at all official meetings
of the Association.
Keep records of changes to the By-Laws and
Standing Rules and send updated copies to
members of the Executive Board.
Be responsible for sending letters to vendors
for raffle and/or silent auction contributions
for the Annual Convention.
Be responsible for organizing and conducting
raffle and/or silent auction.
Conduct correspondence.
The Secretary shall deliver all books to the
successor at the end of office term.
Sec.4. The Treasurer shall:
Have charge and custody of all funds of the
Association.
Keep and maintain adequate and correct accounts of the Association‘s properties and
business transactions.
Draft checks only on warrants signed by the
President or Secretary.
At all times be subject to verification and
inspection by the elected officers of this
Association.

File with state regarding ―non-profit‖ status
Form RRF-1 (Annual Registration Renewal
Fee Report) annually by due date established
by the IRS and California Form 990-N
(electronic postcard) annually by due date.
The Treasurer shall deliver all books to the
successor at the end of office term.
Sec.5. The Membership Chair shall:
Maintain files of membership.
Record all new members and give all monies
received to the Treasurer.
Provide an updated copy of the By-Laws and
Standing Rules to each member when mailing or e-mailing the Annual Membership
Directory by April 1.
Submit a list of new members to the
Newsletter Editor.
Membership renewal letters shall be sent to
delinquent members by Feb.1.
The Membership Chair shall deliver all
books to the successor at the end of office
term.
Sec.6. The immediate Past President shall:
Be responsible for recognition of the
outgoing officers.
Attend Board meetings and act as an advisor
to the President and Board members.
Sec.7. The Newsletter editor shall:
Gather, publish, mail or e-mail a minimum
of four newsletters per year. The newsletter
will contain information regarding classes,
shows, coming events and news pertinent to
the Association.
The Newsletter Editor shall deliver all books
to the successor at the end of office term.
Article XI – Amendments
Any proposed amendment to the By-Laws and
Standing Rules will be submitted to the members in
the Newsletter prior to the annual meeting. Amendments to the By-Laws and Standing Rules will be
voted upon at the annual meeting.
Article XII –– Dissolution
In the event of dissolution of this Association, all
liabilities shall be paid, satisfied and discharged.
Any remaining assets of the Association shall be
given to the Norwegian American Museum at
Decorah, Iowa.

Sharing Ideas…

Standing
Rules

Standing Rules
1. The Vice President will act as Convention Chair.
She may appoint committees or chairpersons as
necessary such as registration and trade floor.
2. The treasurer and two Board members shall
establish an annual budget by the first Executive
Board Meeting.
3. Approved budget funds may be advanced to
working committees for approved expenses.
Receipts for all expenditures must be submitted for
reimbursement.
4. CRA shall reimburse reasonable expenses for
board members to attend board meetings. These
reimbursements are to include round trip transportation and one night lodging if necessary. Transportation includes airfare, mileage to and from airport,
parking and toll fees; or mileage to and from meeting per Mapquest distances at $.50 per mile.
5. The annual dues are effective January 1 through
December 31 each calendar year.

6. Dues shall be $15.00 per year. International
dues shall be $30.00 per year.
7. The Standing Committees of this organization
shall be Historian and Webmaster.
8. Historian shall maintain and be responsible for
the documents of the Association‘s activities.
Historian shall deliver all books to the successor at
the end of office term.
9. Webmaster shall maintain and update the website
as needed. Webmaster shall provide all passwords
to President. Webmaster shall submit hosting fees
to Treasurer.
10. Nominating Chairperson shall be responsible for
the Installation of Officers at the annual Convention.
11. A year-end audit of the Treasurer‘s records shall
be performed by an audit committee of three members appointed by the Board to insure that accounting procedures are accurate, consistent and current.

Lots of Ott lights were brought to convention
this year, but Bonnie Vernon found an
inexpensive alternative… The LED Lenser is
adjustable and can be worn on the forehead.
Powered by two AAA batteries, it‘s found in
the camping section at WalMart and costs
around $20.

California Rosemaling
Association
The purpose of the California Rosemaling Association is
to promote the traditional art of Norwegian rosemaling.
Our members are committed to preserving rosemaling as a
unique art form. CRA has approximately 150 members.
Some are expert rosemalers, others are beginning painters,
all with a love to study the art form. Membership in CRA
allows you to attend the annual convention featuring
renowned rosemalers from around the world.
The $15 annual membership dues includes a subscription
to the California Rosemaler, published quarterly, March,
June, September and December. We welcome articles,
designs, photos and suggestions for future issues. The
news deadlines for upcoming issues are: March 1, June 1,
September 1 and December 1. Send to Karen Willman,
newvikings@sbcglobal.net
Classified ads are $1 per line per issue. Business cards are
$5 for the first publication and $2 per issue thereafter.
Quarter-page ads are $15 for the initial publication and
$10 per issue thereafter. Please send ad copy to the editor
along with a check payable to CRA. Ads are screened for
appropriateness, however, publishing them does not imply
endorsement by the Executive Board. The CRA newsletter is the sole possession of the California Rosemaling
Association. All rights reserved. Reproduction by
mechanical or other means is permitted only with written
permission from the editor. Patterns may be traced for
personal use, not for resale. If you have something to
include, please send it in by March 1 for the March
issue.
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The CRA Newsletter
is available in color
in PDF format for email.
It is also available on
CRA‘s website
www.califrosemaler.org
Please let us know
if you would like the newsletters
sent by email.
Do we have your
correct/current email address?

Thanks! From Hildy, to all her convention helpers…
Inside this issue… A look at CRA‘s convention with JoSonja in
Santa Rosa last month.

