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Norwegian American 
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In Memoriam 
 

Sigmund Aarseth  

1936 ̧  2012 

 

Thank you, Sigmund, 
 for sharing your art and your inspiration. 

You will be missed by CRA.   



Presidentôs Message 

Many, many thanks and kudos to our  Program VP, 
Karen Nelson. She worked countless hours plan-
ning and working through all the gazillion                
details required to make an event like this happen.  
She plowed through all of it tirelessly - and she 
plays a pretty good Ole, right? 
 
Heartfelt thanks to Astrid for the best raffle I've 
ever seen.  All pieces were painted by Vesterheim 
Gold Medalists. Congratulations to all the winners. 
I actually won the small Telemark trunk painted by 
Irene Lamont. I immediately lost my mind and don't 
have any idea who won what, other than me.          
I absolutely loved the trunk and have it proudly  
displayed in my home. 
 
Many thanks to all who contributed:   Onya and 
Joyce manned the registration table.  Onya helped 
put all the great goodie bags together, Joyce 
worked to help assure members renewed for 2013.  
Jurene and Richard worked the trade booth.  
Karen W. helped with set up and I just know, she 
will put together an amazing newsletter for our   
December distribution sharing many details with all 
the membership because I just know I've missed 
some.  For all those whose names should be     
included and aren't, please accept my apologies.  
Part of my aging process severely limits my      
short-term memory.  Seriously, I blame it on age. 
 
The new Board was creatively installed by Marley 
Wright-Smith and Hildy Henry.  I look forward to 
working with them during the coming year: 
 
VP Programs, Karen Nelson 
Treasurer, Onya Tolmasoff 
Secretary - Carole Hood  
                  (650) 533-1712     kalola45@yahoo.com 
Membership - Joyce Field 
 
Welcome back to Karen Willman, Newsletter and 
Jurene While, Historian - both non-elected  
positions. 
 
Wishing you and yours a blessed holiday season 
and a fabulous New Year. 
 
Ruth Ann Petro 

Rosemaling Friends, 
 
This is a particularly hard letter to write.  
Our hearts are broken over the loss of    
Sigmund Aarseth.  He had such               
tremendous talent and I feel privileged to 
have met him and taken the class he did 
for our group.  We'll miss him and send 
thoughts and prayers for his family.  May 
God bless you, Sigmund. Rest in peace. 
 
Our 25th annual convention was a. Huge 
success. Lois Mueller, VGM taught a 
beautiful Rogland lazy susan.  She timed 
her classes perfectly, knowing exactly 
when to move on to make sure everyone 
received instruction to allow them to    
complete the piece.  It's a beautiful design.  
Thank you so much, Lois!  Trudy Peach, 
VGM taught a wonderful Vest Agder tray.  
She also provided two smaller "paint it at 
home" Vest Agder pieces. Just beautiful!  
Thank you so much, Trudy.  We all        
enjoyed having you and hope you          
enjoyed California. 
 
"BEST CONVENTION EVER!"  I heard 
those words time and time again.  I 
thought it was awesome and am so glad 
others did as well. 
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Dear Friends, 

I can not find words to express my heart felt thank 

you to all of you.  The recognition given to me 

throughout the convention for having achieved the 

Vesterheim Gold Medal in rosemaling this year was 

overwhelming.  Your kind words and  congratula-

tory remarks are so special to me, I have sent along 

a picture of the flowers that were presented  at the 

General Meeting;  each time I have looked at them 

this past week it melts my heart and gives me pause 

to reflect on our time together.  I can not thank you 

enough for surrounding me with your kindness and 

friendship.    

Sincerely, 

Karen Nelson       

Designs and more designs at convention... 

Photos, clockwise, top 

left: Sandra Cole and  

Marley Wright Smith. 

Sandra designed CRAôs 

logo and Marley led an 

early workshop for mem-

bers in fabric painting.  

Sue Isaak wearing a jacket 

painted by Shaun Sasaki. 

Carole Hood with her 

Swedish- design apron; 

right, Dottie Wagorôs vest, 

and left, Hildy Henry with 

her apronð a project from 

CRAôs first convention. 
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